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Leoetvre IX. 


Tue Term of Uterine Gestatiox.—t. Pre- 
mature Labour. 2. Protracted Gestation.— 
Medical Opinians in farowr of the possible 
extension of Uterine Gestalion.—The Gari- 
ner+Peerage Cuse.—Opinion of the Lecturer 
against the Possibility of the Protraction for 
many! Dags over Forty Weeks.—Legal De- 
cisions in cases of Protraction.—Ampicutry 
or Sex.—<Hermaphrodites, considired Ana- 
tomicaliy; and as Subjects of the Lai. 


GESTLEMEN :—With respect to the first of 
the subjects mentioned in my last lecture, 
namely, the natural period of gestation, the 
law of England prescribes no precise time 
for uterine gestation in order to make the 
offspring legitimate ; but the practice is to 
consider forty weeks as the ordinary period. 
Thus, Lord Coxe, in noticing acase to which 
I shall have occasion to allude, says “ Now 
legitimum tempts, in that case appointed 
by law at the furthest is nine months, or 
forty weeks.” (Coke, vol.i.) Yet there are 
numerous cases On record of children being 
declared legitimate beyond this time. What- 
ever taay be the law, it is the duty of medi- 
cal practitioners to regulate and modify its 
decisions, by setting forth the truth, so far 
as it'ean be ascertained ; and this is of more 
importance than is generally supposed, in- 
asmuch a3 it involves the reputation of 
mothers, the peace of families, and, conse- 
quently; the general moral character of so- 
ciety. The evidence in such cases should 
neither be loose nor questionable. 

I believe the generally received opinion 
is, that the natural period of gestation is 
280 days, or forty weeks; every period 
No, 692. 


short of this must be set down to premature 
labour ; every period beyond it, to protracted 
labour, if they cannot be otherwise ex- 
plained. Hence suspicions of illegitimacy 
may arise under both events. | The first ob- 
jects for our present consideration, therefore, 
is, the correct understanding of what is pre- 
mature birth, and, what is unnatural pro- 
tracted cestation ? 

1. With regard to premature labour, it 
tives rise to suspicions of the legitimacy of 
the offspring, and reflects upon the fair 
fame of the mother, when the event_ occurs 
in the first child after marriage, or after'the 
return of a husband from abroad ;, provided 
the development of the infant does not ¢or- 
respond with the period which ought to haye 
been that of gestation, under the cifcum- 
stances. Thus, if a woman be delivered of a 
child seven months after marriage, or after 
the return of her husband, and the child bear 
all the appearances of a child more ad- 
vanced, then the suspicion has some found- 
ation. The question, therefore, is, can a child, 
born between the seventh and eigthth months 
of uterine gestation, have al! the characters 
of maturity? In reply, it may be argaed, in 
determining this point, that it is difficult to 
decide respecting the development of the 
child after the thirty-sixth week, some 
children being born at that period as plump, 
vigorous, and heavy, as childrea born at the 
full time ; and there are instances on record 
of women who always have carried their 
children only to the seventh or eighth 
months. LA Morte, Van Swierey, and 
Foster, have recorded instancés of this ; 
and, more recently, Dr. Moxtcomery has 
stated that a member of his own family 
never passed the end of eight months in 
three successive pregnancies ; and he adds, 
that being engaged to attend a lady in her 
fifth confinement, who told him, a month be- 
fore-hand, that although her time would be 
upon the 23d of the month, yet she knew 
that she should be confined on ‘the 9th, as 
she had in the two former confinements anti- 
cipated two weeks, she fell in labour on 
the 10th, and was confined on the 11th. 
(Ency. Pract. Med., vol. iv. p. 88.) But 
these are exceptions to a general rule, both 





as respects the mothers and the children. 
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They are, however, sufficient to induce us 
to pause hefore pronouncing a plump, well- 
formed child, produced at seven months 
after marriage, or after the return of a hus- 
band, an illegitimate child. In a question 
involving succession, if it can be proved 
that a firstborn, ushered into the world at 
seven months, was a plump, vigorous infant, 
and the mother in good health, and that in 
every subsequent pregnancy she went the 
full natural period, then there would be 
some reason for suspicion, and the legiti- 
macy and the right of succession of the child 
might justly be questioned. But there are 
characters marking mature birth, independ- 
ently of the size of the child, namely, the 
colour and texture of the skin, which, at 
the full period, is whiter and denser than at 
seven months, or even at thirty-four weeks, 
and is, also, covered with fine short hairs; 
the nails are thicker and firmer, and extend 
to the points of the fingers; the lower ex- 
tremities are more fully developed ; the um- 
bilicus is nearly the central point in the 
length of the body, which is usually from 
nineteen to twenty-one inches; the bones of 
the cranium, although sti!l moveable, vet are 
in contact at their margins ; and the testicles 
have passed the abdominal ring, or are in 
the scrotum. These appearances, added to 
the size and vigour of the child, may be re- 
garded as demonstrative proofs that the 
child has not come before its time ; and, con- 
sequently, as the birth is not premature, the 
fair inference is, that the mother has been cri- 
minal, and that the child is illegitimate. On 
the contrary, if a vigorous, healthy woman 
bring forth an immature child at seven, orless 
than eight months after marriage, or after the 
return of her husband, and this child live, it 
must be regarded as legitimate, and fully en 
titled to the right of succession. If the child, 
however, die, and there isa question involv- 
ing the conduct of the mother, those appear- 
ances that point out the age of the foetus, 
must be carefully looked for in the examin- 
ation of the child ; but this cannot be com- 
plete without a post-mortem dissection, in 
which case it is to be conducted, and the 
same marks are to be looked for, as I shall 
have to point out to you in treating of in- 
fanticide. 

2. The second question, that of protracted 
gestation, presents more difficulties than the 
former ; and it is remarkable to observe, at 
this period of obstetrical science, the diver- 
sity of opinion that exists on the subject ; 
some writers keenly supporting the doctrine 
of protracted delivery, others maintaining, 
with equal pertinacity, that the period is 
fixed, and admits of no extension. Before 


proceeding to notice some of these, I must 
declare to you my own opinion that, except 
in cases in which something occurs to inter- 
rupt the regular function of the uterus, so a: 
to produce a premature expulsion of the 
foetus, labour will always occur at two hun- 





dred and eighty days after conception.* It 
is impossible to explain the cause of this fact 
otherwise than by saying, that it is an im- 
mutable law of nat ire; or, in the words of 
Avicenna, “ that at the appointed time 
labour comes on by the command of God.” 
A question then arises, Upon what grounds 
are we to doubt the numerous cases which 
have been brought forward to prove the con- 
trary opinion? I reply, the uncertainty of 
the calculations of women, and the eagerness 
of mankind to maintain the virtue of that 
sex, in which chastity is a characteristic 
quality, but which, on a sober consideration 
of the subject, is a very uncertain guide for 
legal decisions. 

Women generally calculate forty-two 
weeks from the last act of menstruation, the 
intention of which is to avoid the uncer- 
tainty which might arise from conception 
taking place at any time between the two 
periods when they last menstruated, or were 
expected to menstruate; for, although, as 
Dr. Denman remarks, “ women are more 
apt to conceive soon after than just before 
menstruation, yet this may take place at any 
time in the interval between the periods; 
hence a reason why married women are 
continually deceived in the calculation of 
their confinements ; and many of the cases of 
protracted gestation are to be referred to ir- 
regularities in calculation. In all cases, 
however, in which opportunities have been 
obtained for determining accurately this 
point, forty weeks seems the term of uterine 
gestation ; but, although this is my opinion, 
yet I am bound to inform you, that many 
distinguished physiologists have maintained 
the opposite opinion, and contend that as ex- 
perience has amply proved that delivery can 
be anticipated, so, in some instances, it may 
be retarded ; and, perhaps, we may be com- 
pelled to admit that occasional aberrations 
may occur. 

By those who maintain the possibility of 
protracted labour, two causes, in particular, 
are assigned.—an aberration from the laws 
of nature, and hemorrhages. The arguments 
in favour of the first of these causes are 
founded on analogy, on the admitted varia- 
tions and deviations from general rules in 
the productions both of the vegetable and 
the animal kingdom. Many curious facts 
on this subject have been advanced ; among 
others, Sir Everarp Home remarks, that 
“where the female of one species of ani- 
mals breeds from the male of another, the 
utero-gestation of whose species is different 
in its period, there appears to be no approx- 
imation in the time in which the hybrid is 
brought forth; but the longest term of the 


* This opinion is of the most ancient date. “T 
myself,” says Solomon, “‘ am a mortal man, like to 
all, and the offspring of him who was first made of 
tne earth. And in my mother’s womb was | 
fashioned, to be flesh in the time of TEN MONTHS, 
being comparted of blood, of the seed of man.””— 
Sonc or SOLomoON, 
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Thus, the mare covered by the ass goes| these decisions, are not easily conceived, 
eleven months, her usual period; and the | although there is no difficulty in accounting 


ass covered by the horse goes eleven months, 
although ten is her usual period.” * M. Tes- 
sick, who kept a register of facts connected 
with gestation in quadrupeds, states, that 
out of one hundred and sixty cows, four- 


teen calved at from eight mouths to eight| of the Garpner peerage. 


months and twenty-six days; three at two 
hundred and seveuty days; fifty from two 
hundred and seventy to two hundred and 
eighty days; sixty-eight from two hundred 
and eighty to two hundred and ninety days ; 
twenty at three hundred, and five at three 
hundred and seven days. Rabbits, who 
carry their young only one month, he found 
have a latitude of eight days.t From re- 
flecting on these facts, it is demanded, why 
should we suppose an exception in the law 
regulating the gestation of the human species / 
I admit the force of the argument; but in 
doing so I must contend that, although ana- 
logy may carry weight in the lecture-room, 
it is not a sufficient ground upon which 
legislative enactments should be built. 

It is curious to mark how many distin- 
guished men have maintained the possibility 
of extended uterine gestation. The follow- 
ing names are recorded by Dr. Montrcomery 
as having followed this opinion, which he 
himself also maintains :—AnNrtoine Petit, 
Lesas, Hatrer, Rouset, Zacutas, Burro, 
W. Hunver, Fopere, Garviev, Vevrear, 
Capuron, Desonmaux, Ricnerand, Dewees, 
Hamitton, Burns, and Denman, a very for- 
midable host of authorities; but when we 
examine many of the cases upon which they 
ground their opinion, we cannot avoid being 
astonished that men so fully acquainted with 
the physiology of the uterine organs should 
have given credence to them. I am not so 
attached to my own opinion as to deny that 
a difference of one or even two weeks may 
occur; but beyond that the case becomes 
certainly questionable. I shall have occa- 
sion to mention several uf the most authen- 
tic cases, and shall make a few comments 
upon them as we proceed, 

Whatever may have been the opinion of 
the ancients respecting protracted gestation, 
their chivalrous feelings towa ds the softer 
sex led them to act with more latitude than 
the moderns, with regard to the succession 
of inheritance. The emperor Aprian de- 
clared an infant legitimate which was born 
eleven months after the death of its reputed 
father, merely on account of the unsuspected 
virtue of the widow. The parliament of Paris 
also decided two cases on the same prin- 
ciples. In the one, the irreproachable widow 
was delivered fourteen months after the 
death of the husband, for whose loss she had 
never ceased to grieve; and in the other, 
the delivery occurred at eleven months and 


“* Phil. Trans. 1822. 





for the conduct of the ladies. 
But, leaving the ancients, let us examine 


| the recorded opinions of the leading obste- 


tricians of the presentday. This is readily 
done by examining the evidence in the cause 
In that case, it 
was proved that Mrs. Garpner had parted 
from her husband, then Captain Garpner, 
on the 30th of January, 1802, when his ship 
sailed fur the West Indies, and that the par- 
ties did not again meet until the 11th of 
July following ; nevertheless the child, re- 
puted to be that of Captain GARDNER, was 
born on the 8th of December, exactly three 
hundred and eleveu days, ten calendar 
months and seven days after the parties had 
parted from each other. Captain GARDNER 
was afterwards elevated tothe peerage, and 
at his death a question arose on the legiti- 
macy of this child, which was then suppos- 
ed to be the fruit of an adulterous intercourse 
between Mr. Japes and Lady Garpner, car- 
ried on during the whole time of the absence 
of her husband. Medical evidence was 
brought forward on both sides of the qnes- 
tion. The committee of privilegesto which 
the petitions were referred, called before 
them seventeen eminent practitioners in mid- 
wifery, and examined them as to the possi- 
bility of a labour being protracted twenty- 
one days beyond the ordinary period, 
namely, two hundred and eighty days. Five 
of these gentlemen contended that the limits 
of gestation were fixed, twelve maintained 
the opposite opinion.* 

Nothing can be more perplexing to a stu- 
dent, or a young practitioner, than contradic- 
tory evidence of this description, delivered 
by men equal in professional reputation and 
in general respectability. The only method 
of deciding in such cases is that which the 
House of Lords adopted, namely, to throw 
the balance into that scale which preponde- 
rated in other respects. The evidence of 
the criminal intercourse was clearly proved, 
and the medical evidence on that side of 
the question was undoubtedly most conso- 
nant with the law of nature, so far as regards 
the usual period of uterine gestation in the 
human animal, Yet it is remarkable that 
of the seventeen medical men examined in 
this case five only gave testimony to the im- 
possibility of the claimant, Henry Fenton 
Javes, being the son of Lord Garpyer, and 
brought into the world after a gestation of 
311 days. The other twelve considered 
that the claimant, although born at the 
period stated, might be the son of Lord 
GakpNer; at the same time that they ad- 
mitted the usual period of utero-gestation 
to be 280 days, or between 270 and 280, as 
stated by those on the opposite side of the 
question. In perusing the evidence care- 





+ Beck, quoted from Cooper's Tracts, p. 277. 


* See Le Marchant, p. 10. 13. 
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fully, in either the work of Le Marcnant 
or of Dr. Lyett, you will readily observe the 
Joose manner in which the evidence of some 
of the witnesses was given, and thence be 
able to form your opinion. 

In a paper “ On successionof inheritance” 
by Dr. Montcomery, I was surprized to find 
the following case, related by Dr. Dewres, 
quoted in support of the writer’s opinion of 
the possibility of protracted gestation :— 
“ The husband of a lady who was obliged to 
absent himself for many months in conse- 
quence of the embarrassment of his affairs, 
returned, one night, clandestinely, and his 
visit was known only to his wife, her 
mother, and Dr. Dewers. The consequence 
of this visit was the impregnation of his 
wife, and she was delivered of a healthy 
child in nine months and thirteen days after 
this nocturnal — But, in this case, we 
are also informed that the lady was within 
a week of her menstrual period, which was 
not interrupted ; but the interruption of the 
next period gave rise to suspicion in her 
mind, which was realized by the birth of the 
child, Now, this latter circumstance, in my 
opinion, throws some doubt on the propriety 
of the conciusion which Dr. Dewers and 
Dr. Montcowery have drawn from this 
case. Dr. Montcomery, in commenting 
upon the Garpner peerage cause, puts 
much stress upon the judgment of Lord 
Expon, that it was the adultery of the mother, 
and the concealment of the birth of the child 
from the husband, that justified the House 
of Lords in refusing the petition of the 
counter-claimani. He says, that “when 
Lord Etpon said that he should give his 
opinion without entering into the question of 
the wltimum tempus pergendi, it is perfectly 
clear he did so for the purpose of guarding 
against the decision being ever taken asa 
precedent that a gestation, protracted four 
weeks beyond the usual time, should be a 
ground for bastardizing a child. Whatever 
might be the view of Lord ELpon, there can 
be no doubt of the impossibility of such a 
protracted gestation.” 

My opinion is decidedly against the pos- 
sibility of the protraction of uterine gesta- 
tion for many days over forty weeks from 
the time of conception ; butat the same time 
T must inform you that the adjudications in 
different countries are, in many instances, 
at variance with this opinion. In looking 
over those cases, it appears that circum- 
stances of character have in general in- 
fluenced the judgments, and that is not sur- 
prising when we reflect upon the diversity 
of opinions which have been delivered by 
medical men on this subject, and the singular 
instances which have frequently occurred, 
in which it has been impossible to detect the 
fraud which is likely to have been commit- 
ted. Fopere states that Tuomas BartHotin 
meoptions the caseof a young girl of Leipsic, 
who, having accused a rich young man of 





seducing her and getting her with child, was 
confined in prison, and strictly watched by 
order of the magistrates, and was delivered 
at the end of sixteen months ofachild, which 
lived two days. VALENTINI, among other 
cases, mentions that a man of the name of 
Jean Lours Gans having died on the 2nd of 
December, 1677, after an illness of eight 
days, left a widow, who was delivered of a 
son on the 25th of October of the following 
year, exactly $27 days after the death of her 
husband. The brothers and sisters of the 
deceased contested the legitimacy of the 
child, and the qnestion was submiited to 
the Faculty of Medicme of Giessen, which 
decided, *“‘ that atthough the end of pine 
months, or the beginning of the tenth month, 
be the ordinary term of uterine gestation, 
yet they were satistiec, after mature delibe- 
ration, that there was po absolute limit for 
that function.” Even in our own country 
you will find a paralie! case to this, In the 
case of Foster r. Cooke,” a legatee having 
filed a bill to procure his !egacy, in establish- 
ing the will brought before the court a 
posthumous child as the heir-at-law ; but 
the title being questioned on the ground of 
the period of gestation, an issue was<irected 
totry whether a child born forty-three weeks 
after the husband’s death was legitimate : 
notwithstanding this period the jury found 
this posthumous ebild to be the heir-at-law. 
La Morre, who was not favourable to 
the opinion of protracted gestation, men- 
tions, nevertheless, three cases, In one 
the child was born at twelve months; and 
in the other two the births took place at 
thirteen months. The most remarkable case 
of this sort is one related by the celebrated 
Heister. The wife ofa bookseller in Wofen- 
buttel was delivered thirteen months after 
the death of her husband, and some interest- 
ed individuals intended to contest the legi- 
timacy of the child, but were deterred on 
account of her excellent character. Socon- 
vinced, says Hetster,was one CuristoPHER 
Misnerts, who had acied as shopkeeper 
during her widowhood, of her virtue and 
probity, that he married her shortly after- 
wards, and had two children by her, each of 
which was born after a gestation of thirteen 
months. Now, in this case, the good opi- 
nion of Curisrorpuer might be explained, 
but the circumstance of the other two chil- 
dren being carried thirteen months leads us 
either to admit the probability of protracted 
gestation, or that a deception was practised. 

Having delivered my opiniou respecting 
the possibility of protracted gestation, we 
have now to inquire under what circum- 
stances a child born later than two hundred 
and eighty days’ gestation is regarded as 
legitimate. I have already stated te you 
that the law of England does not prescribe 
any precise time for uterine gestation, and 





* Brown’s Chancery Cases, vol. iii p. 349. 
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there is no doubt that it contemplates the 
possibility of protracted labour toa moderate 
extent, the judges exercising a discretion 
where the opinions of physicians have been 
opposed, as in the GagpNneR peerage ques- 
tion, or the other circumstances of the case 
have admitted or required such a discretion. 
It is evident, however, that in none of the 
recorded decisions has the limit exceeded 
ten days; thence we may inier that under 
such a limitation only can a child born after 
two hundred and eighty days’ gestation be 
regarded as legitimate. 

In a case tried at Lancaster. some years 
ago, the legitimacy was allowed because the 
extension of the gestation over the natural 
period was only four days. This was the 
case of ANDERTON v, Wiii?AKea, and uo per- 
son could find fault with the decision; but 
I must contend, that an aberration so great 
as three hundred days ought always to be 
regarded as a case of illegitimacy by our 
profession, however the judyes may Cecide. 
It is also to be kept in view that very few, 
indeed, of the recorded cases of supposed 
protracted gestation have occurred in women 
living with their husbands,—a fact which my 
respect and admiration of the virtues of the 
female sex makes me reluctant to niention, 
were it not essential that nothing should 
stand in the way of the establishinent of 
truth. 

In noticing the contradictory opinions on 
the GarpNer peerage question, 1 intended 
to have read to you sume of the evidence, 
and commented upon it, but this would 
oecupy too much of your time, and, there- 
fore, I shall merely mention ove fact re- 
specting it, to demonstrate to you the difli- 
culty of deciding upon even apparently fair 
evidence, unless we happen to get behind 
the curtain, and wituess the unsound foun- 
dation upon which it is often raised. Dr. 
MonTcomery, in support of his opinion of 
the possibility of greatly protracted uterine 
gestation, quotes the cases related of Du- 
LIGNAC, Fopere, and Dr. GRANVILLE, which 
occurred in their own wives, as entitled to 
great attention. I can say nothing of the 
two former, but from whai I know respect- 
ing the latter, I will state to you, how the 
real value of such testimony may be easily 
appreciated. 

It is stated in the evidence of Dr. Grav- 
VILLE, that I was called in to attend his wife, 
and arrived in time to remove the placenta; 
this is true. But when the Doctor proceeds 
to say that I confirmed the opinion of the 
child being the result of protracted gestation, 
he is taking advantage of a mere jocular re- 
mark on the plump appearance of the infant, 
which I happened to make, without the least 
reference to the period of gestation. 

With respect to evidence of paternity 
founded upon family likeness, notwithstand- 
ing the opinion of Lord Mansrietp, which I 
quoted to you, I have no hesitation in saying 
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that it is too vague to be depended upon, 
With regard to colour, it is not necessary to 
say that no evidence would have mach weight 
that should tend to support the possibility of 
a mulatto being the offspring of a white man 
and a white woman. 

The next question connected with legiti- 
macy arises out of the circumstance of a 
widow marrying within a month after the 
death of her husband,—a shameless act, 
which has been committed by more women 
than the Queen of Denmark, who, in the 
words of HaMLeT, married 

——_——** Within a month, 
Ere vet the salt of most unrighteous tears 
liad left the flushing in her galled eyea.”’ 

If a child be born in sucha case, at the 
expiration of ten months from the death of 
the former husband, the question is, to which 
of the husbands does it belong? Now, if we 
suppose that conception has taken place on 
the very day on which the poor man expired, 
a circumstance not likely, tie delivery should 
be within ten days of the expiration of the 
ten months, in order to adjudge the paternity 
of the offspring to the first hasband. The 
adjudications in English courts, however, 
leave the point undecided, In a case in the 
sth of Kkicuarp IL., a woman married a 
second husband immediately after the dvath 
of the first, and bore a child forty weeks and 
eleven days after his death. This child was 
properly held to be the child of the second 
husband. But in another case, quoted in 
Llarceave’s notes on * Coke upon LyTtTLe- 
ron,” an opposite decision was delivered :-— 
“Tnecar marries a lewd woman, but she doth 
not cohabit with him, and is suspected of 
incontinency With DunxcomBe ; ‘THscar dics ; 
Duxcomnt, within three weeks after the 
death of Tuecar, marries her; two hundred 
and cight-one days and sixteen hours after 
his death she is delivered of a son. Here it 
was agreed, 1. That if she had not married 
Duncombe, without question the issue should 
not be a bastard, but should be adjudged the 
son of THecar. 2. No averment shall be 
received that Tuecar did not cohabit with 
his wife. 3. Though it is possible that the 
son might be begotten after the husband’s 
death; yet, being a question of fact, it was 
tried by a jury, and the son was found to be 
the son of Tuecar.” Now, Gentlemen, this 
may be excellent law; but unless the cir- 
cumstances of the case could prove that co- 
habitation took place between Tuecar and 
his wife on the day of his death, which is 
not very probable, unless he was murdered, 
or died in a fit of apoplexy, the probability 
is, that the child was the offspring of Dun- 
compe. An equal difficulty occurs when the 
child is born within the forty weeks after 
the death of the first husband, if the second 
marriage took place immediately ; and here 
medical evidence may aid greatly the deci- 
sion, by examining the state of the child, for 
those signs which determine maturity and 














350 PROFESSOR THOMSON ON THE DISTINCTION OF SEXES, 


immaturity; for if the state of the child 
correspond with the time of conception, at the 
latest period at which it could happen by 
the first husband, then he must be regarded 
as the father, but not otherwise. A curious 
decision was given by Zaccutas, who was a 
physician at Rome, in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. The case which was referred to him 
arose during the existence of the plague at 
Naples. One Antoine married a young lady 
named Jeronime, and, on the second day 
after his marriage, died of the plague. The 
widow, having obtained a dispensation, mar- 
ried, immediately afterwards, one ANiFLLO, 
and at the end of 273 days after the cousum- 
mation of her marriage with ANrotne, and 268 
after that with Anirtio, she was delivered 
ofachild. The question was, whether An- 
TOINE or ANIELLO was the father of this in- 
fant. Zaccutas, to whom this was referred, 
having found that the first husband was a 
feeble man, and the marriage a forced one 
on the part of the female, although the lady 
declared that the first consummation was 
attended with a discharge of blood, which 
slightly returned in her widowhood, but 
never after the second marriage, yet decided 
in favour of AninLLo. Now, in this case, I 
cannot see the grounds on which Zaccntias 
founded his opinion, for he had no right to 
assume the incapacity of ANToINE merely 
because he was weak, nor to ascribe the 
suppression of the catamenia to disgust on 
the part of Jeronime. Two days passed 
after ANToINe cohabited with his wife, before 
he died; and we cannot suppose that the 
widow did, even after obtaining a dis- 
pensation, marry before the goodman was 
buried, so that if seven days elapsed, the 
child must have been born fourteen days at 
least before its time, had it been the progeny 
of AnietLo. I would have decided for An- 
TOINE. 

Upon the whole it is evident that the 
question of legitimacy, or succession of in- 
heritance, so far as regards the protraction 
of uterine gestation, is still undecided; and 
the legal decisions have been regulated more 
upon general evidence than that of medical 
witnesses, because the evidence furnished 
by them has bern, in most instances, so con- 
tradictory that ithas afforded no grounds for 
a decisive opinion to be formed by the courts. 
This is truly to be lamented ; and we can 
only hope that future observations will enable 
the profession to be more unanimous than 
hitherto on so important a subject. The dif- 
ficulties, however, in the way of such an 
unanimity are, indeed, almost insurmount- 
able. As the calculations of women are not 


to be depended upon, and the means of ascer- 
taining the precise time of conception are so 
uncertain, and so unlikely to be attained, 
how can we expect that accuracy which 
alone can decide the question? In all cases 
of this kind, therefore, in which your opi- 
nions may be demanded, I would recommend 








you to be guided by your own experietce ; 
and, beyond that, to decline throwing the 
weight of your authority into either scale. 

Our next subject, ambiguity of sex, is one 
in which medical evidence is undoubtedly 
required. It comprehends three objects of 
physiological investigation .—1. Malforma- 
tions of the male and female generative or- 
gans; 2. Malformations of a nature which, 
although they afford no grounds for the 
opinion of a mixed sex, yet are of a charac- 
ter to cause the individuals to be regarded 
as neuter; 3. Malformations which afford rea- 
son for the persons displaying them, to be 
regarded as of a mixed sex, although the 
organs be not so complete as to warrant the 
character of hermaphrodism. On this part 
of our subject, I think that a few prefatory 
remarks upon the general differences of the 
sexes, and the nature of those organs which 
chiefly constitute these distinctions, may be 
useful. 

In the exterior appearance of the sexes, in- 
dependently of the sexual organs, the distin- 
guishing feature of the male and female, 
during infancy, is in general but little diffe- 
rent: in the adult it is different. Although, 
however, the general aspect, form, and pro- 
portions of the body enable us sufficiently 
to distinguish sex in the adult, yet, for 


judicial purposes, it is only by personal ex- 


amination of the genital organs that the sex 
of an individual, upon which any doubt has 
arisen, can be determined. 

If we reflect on the different intention of 
the generative functions in the two sexes, 
we mustat once admit the necessity for dis- 
tinct organs. The male genital organs are 
formed for impregnating,—the female for 
being impregnated ; in some instances both 
exist in the same individual,—in others, 
each in separate individuals. Without re- 
ferring to plants, which in some instances 
appear to display true hermaphrodism, al- 
though the dielivous plants are not so; we find 
that in animals, except in the lowest orders, 
namely, the mollusca, acephali, gasteropo- 
des, and zoophytes, there is no instance of 
real double sex. Among the classes refer- 
red to, we find that some of the species in 
them, as for instance the Monoculus apus, a 
curious apterous, testaceous insect, in which 
Scuvurrer, a German naturalist, counted two 
millions of joints, and also some shell fish, 
oysters, muscles, and other bivalves, are 
true hermaphrodites, that is, each individual 
possesses two kinds of sexual organs, and 
is capable of propagating singly, the female 
ova being impregnated by the male semen 
in the same animal. In other instances, as 
among worms and many land-snails, each 
individual possesses both male and female 
organs, bnt, nevertheless, it is not capable 
of impregnating itself; two must copulate, 
both mutually impregnating and being im- 
pregnated. Amongst the more perfect ani- 
mals, at the head of which man is placed, 
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the sexes are always found in separate in- 
dividuals,—the ovaria, or parts in which the 
germ of the foetus is formed in the female,— 
the testes, or parts in which the fecundating 
fluid is secreted, in the male. The existence 
of a hermaphrodite, therefore, in the strict 
meaning of the term, capable of impregnat- 
ing itself and being impregnated by itself, 
has never occurred in the human race; but 
there is no doubt that individuals have ex- 
isted in whom the organs of the one sex, with 
those of the other, in an imperfect state, 
have been found. A remarkable instance of 
this kind was dissected by M. Maret, and 
the particulars detailed by him in the Me- 
moirs of the Academy of Dijon, to which I 
must refer you, or to a translatiou of the 
case, quoted from Manon, in Dr. Beck's 
Elements of Medical Jurisprudence, But this, 
and all similar cases, may be regarded as 
instances merely of malformations ; for 
although the rudiments of both sets of or- 
gans, or imperfect states of both, may exist 
in the same person, yet were they even more 
perfect, these individvals could not be re- 
garded as hermaphrodites :-— 

“ Non dno sunt, sed forma duplex ; nec femina 

oy ae ut possit; neutrumque et utrumque 
videtur.””—Ovip. 

Every individual, male or female, with 
the sexual organs naturally constituted, is 
regarded as perfect in this respect; but, in 
some instances, malformations occur, giving 
rise, as already stated, to the ridiculous 
doctrine of hermaphrodism, and to legal 
questions of succession relative to the sex 
of individuals. 

It is interesting and curious to trace the 
slow progress of the human mind from the 
bondage of prejudice anderror. The Athe- 
nians threw those unfortunate persons who 
were regarded as hermaphrodites, into the 
sea; the Romans threw them into the Tiber; 
and after the sun of Christianity arose, and 
shed the light of its blessings upon Europe, 
Bishop TertutttaN, and some fathers of the 
church, believed in their existence, and 
eountenanced their destruction. In modern 
times even the most barbarous treatment of 
such unfortunate beings is recorded. In 
Piscortie’s History of Scotland, we read 
that in the year 1459,—“ There was a bairn 
which had the kinds of male and female, 
called, in our language, a scarclet, in whom 
manes nature did prevail; but because his 
disposition and portraiture of body repre- 
sented a woman, in a man’s house in Lin- 
lithgow, he associated in bedding with the 
good man’s daughter, and made her to con 
ceive a child, which being divulgate through 
the country, and the matrons understanding 
this damsel deceived on in this manner, and 
being offended that the monstrous beast 
should set himself forth as a woman, they 
got him accused and convicted in judgment 
for to be burnt quick for this shameful be- 
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In forming an opinion upon these important 
points, medical men should not only be well 
acquainted with the natural structure of the 
parts, but also with the sources of those 
malformations which render sex doubtful, 
and much care is requisite in the investiga- 
tion of such cases. 

Every instance of malformation of the 
sexual organs may be regarded as belonging 
either to the male sex, constitating what the 
ancients termed an androgynus, or to the fe- 
male, constituting an androgyna ; or the de- 
ficiency of the organs may be such as to 
allow of no approach to either sex, thus con- 
Stituting the individuals neuters; or it is 
possible that there may be a monstrous mix- 
ture of both sexes, although not sufficiently 
complete to constitute what may be termed 
a bisexual individual. Before detailing the 
characteristics of each of these, I may re- 
mark that the canon law recognises the last 
class, the bisexual, as hermaphrodites, de- 
nouncing them as persons to whom the gates 
of dignity cannot be opened ; who cannot be 
promoted to holy orders, nor appointed 
judges; yet the common law of England 
admits these beings as rightful heirs, desig- 
nating them by the term * hermaphrodite,— 
that is,” says Lord Coke, “ both male and 
female.” By the same Act, also, the cases 
of malformation, regarding which I am about 
to speak, are noticed in the following words : 
—* An hermaphrodite (which is also called 
androgynus) shall be heir, either as a male 
or a female, according to that kind of sex 
which doth prevail.’’ An old French law, 
with the politeness characteristic of the na- 
tioa, permits hermaphrodites to choose their 
sex, and to stick to it. The canon law not 
only does not prevent them from marrying, 
but, with a degree of politeness worthy of a 
French origin, it enacts that if the individual 
be bisexual in an equal degree, the choice 
of marrying either a male or a female, shall 
be left to the person. 

Besides inheriting property as direct 
heirs, the English common law also recog- 
nises their claims as tenants by courtesy,— 
a term which, as it will be frequently men- 
tioned, it is proper to explain to you the 
meaning of. Itrefers to the issue of 2 woman 
who is seised of an estate of inheritance, by 
her husband, provided that issue is born 
ilive. At the death of his wife, if the child 
be also dead, the husband holds the lands 
for his life, as tenaut, by the courtesy of 
England ; but in this case itis a sine-qua non 
that the child must have been born alive. 

The following is an extract from “ Coke 
upon Litrrieton,” in reference to this sub- 
ject :— 

“If a woman, tenant in taile generall, 
maketh a feoffment in fee, and taketh back 
an estate in fee, and take a husband and 
hath issue, and the wife dieth, the issve 
may ina formedom recover the land against 








haviour.” 





his father, because he is to recover by foree 
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of the estate taile as heir to his mother, and | 
is not inheritable to his father. 

“Ifa man, seised of lands in fee, hath 
issue a danghter, who taketh husband and 
hath issue, the father dicth, the husband 
enters ; he shali also be teuant by the curtesie, 
albeit the issue was had betore the wife 
was seised. And so it is, albeit the issue 
had dyed iu the lifetime of her father, before 
any descent of the land, yet shall he be 
tenant by the curtesie. If a woman, seised 
of lands in fee, taketh husband, and by him 
is big with childe, and in her travell dyeth, 
and the childe is ripped out of her body | 
alive, yet shall he not be tenant by the} 
curtesie, because the childe was not borne 
during the marriage, nor in the life of the 
wife, for in the meane time her land 
descended, and in pleading he must alledge 
that he had issue coring the marriage. 

“TF the wife be delivered of a monster, | 
which hath not the shape of maakinde, this | 
is no issue in the law; bai although the 
issue hath some deformity in any part of 
his body, yet if he hath humane shape this 
sufficeth. Hi, qui contra formam humani 
generis, converso more precreantur (ut si 
mulier monstrosum vel prodigiosum fuerint 
enixa) inter liberos non computentur. Partus 
tamen cui natura aliquantulum amplianent 
vel dimicerrit non tamen superabundanter, 
ut si sex digitos vel nisi quatuor habuerit, 
hene debet inter liberos commemorari. 

“ Si mutilia natura redcidit membra, ut si 
curvus fuerit, aut yvibbosus, vel membra 
tortuosa, habuerit, non tamen est partus 
monstrosus. Item puerorum alii sant mas- 
eculi, alii feeminzw, alii hermaphrodite. 
Hermaphrodita tam masculo quam foemi- 
nz comparatur secundum prevalescentiam 
secus incalescentis. 

“ Tf the issue be borne deaf or dumbe, or 
both, or be born an id-ot, yet it is lawfal 
issue to make the husband tenant by the 
curtesie, and to inherit the land. 

«© Borne alive.’ If it be borne alive itis 
sufficient, though it be not heard ery, for 
peradventure it may be born dumbe. And 
this is resolved cleerly in Patne’s case, ubi 
supra. For the pleading (as hath been said,) 
is, that during the marriage he had issue 
by his wife, and upon that point the triall 
is to be had, and upon the evidence it must 
be proved that the issue was alive, for 
mortuus exitus non est exitus, so as the 
crying is but a proof that the childe was 
born alive, and so is motion, stirring, and 
the like. And it is saide by an ancient 
author, that it was ordained in the reigne of 
king H.1. Que touts que surnequisent 





lour ferns dount ills ussent conceive tenuis- 
sent les heritages lour ferns pour lour vie. 

“ By the custom of gavelkind a man may 
Le tenant by the curtesie, without having of 
any issue. 

*< ¢ If the wife dies the husband shall hold 
the land, &c.’ Four things do belong to an 





estate of tenancy by the curtesie, viz., 
marriage, seisine of the wife, issue, aud 
death of the wife. But it is not necessary 
that these should concurre together all at 
one time. And therefore, ifa man taketh a 
woman seised of lands im fee, and is dis- 
seised, and thea have issue, and the wife 
die, he shall euter, and hold by the curtesie, 
So if he bath issue which dieth before the 
descent, as is aforesaid.” * 

i mention these circumstances to direct 
your attention more particularly to sueh 
malformations, and to prove, as i have 
already said, the importance of a careful 
investigation of doubtful cases. 

The first class of deformities, those of 
the urinary and sexual organs in the male, 
which constitute androgyni, chiefly depend 
on the scrotam being divided, so as to 
resemble the labia pudendi, the penis being 
imperforate, and the urethra opening else- 
where, as, for instance, in the perin@um, tn 
the form of a slit, which being red and 
tender, is easily mistaken for avagina. No 
uierus exists ; and the mamme in such per- 
sons are those of the male; the beard is 
also present; and the voice is, generally, 
thatefthe man. A case of this kind,im a 
negro, is described by Cursetpres, and a 
plate given of it, in his Anatomy (p. 3i4.) ; 
and one equally curious is described in the 
third volume of the Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal, In the review of Pro- 
fessor ACKERMANN’S work Infuntis Androgyni 
Historia et Ichnographia, im the first vol. 
of the same journal, you will find. an 
account of a similar malformation in a lamb 
and a pig. In all such cases, the person, 
man, or brute, is to be regarded as a male, 
if testes be found, although, frem the im- 
perfect state of the penis, and the position 
of the urethra, impotency must be the 
nataral consequence of such malformation. 
In a case related by Mr. Rina, of Reading, 
in Berkshire, the sex was supposed to be 
double; one testicle only had descended 
into the labial scretum; the penis, which 
was imperforate, was mistaken for the 
clitoris ; there was something like a vagina, 
which, however, led to nothing, being a cul- 
de-sac. This person was regarded as a 
female, and baptized Exizapern. It was 
the child of a labourer of the name of 
Trueman; and, from the ill usage of the 
parents, this supposed female, assumed 
men’s clothes, and enlisted for a soldier, 
which led to the examination, and the 
erroneous opinion of Mr. Rinc, who thought 
it a true case of double sex. A very 
remarkable case of divided scrotum and 
imperforate penis is related by Marc, in the 
Dict. des Sciences Med. (t. xxi.) The person 
had been regarded as a female, and as such 
was baptised by the name of Marie Mar- 
Gvuerite. No doubt of the sex was enter- 


* Coke on Littleton, Chap. 4. Sect. 35. 29 b. 
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tained by the pareuts, nor had the individual | Hufeland’s Jourwal, the individual was bap- 
attracted any attention, until the age of |tised as a girl, and was considered as such 
fourteen, when a painful tumour appeared | until, to the astonishment of all, he. de- 
in the right groin, which was mistaken for | mauded permission to marry a girl who was 
a hernia, and a truss was applied to it. The | pregaant by him. On examination the penis 
pain however caused by the instrament) was found lower than usual, small in bulk, 
soon led to its removal; and, as the tumour | not two inches long, and the glans imper- 
descended into the labia the pain ceased ; | forate. The inferior surface of the corpora 
afew months afterwards tie same occurrence | cavernosa was ¥ oid of urethra, but presented 
took place ia the left groin; but se little} a groove along the median line, which ter- 
suspicion was entertained that these were | minated between the rout of the corpora be- 
testicles, that at sixteen aud nineteen, offers lew, and the anterior superior part of the 
of marriage were made to Marir, but} scrotum, in an oval opening, which was the 
refused on account of the unsnitableness of -e of the urethra. Both the urine and 
the circumstances of the lovers. When|the semen, ejected from the urethra, were 
young, the person of this individual was | guided alongst this groove, so as to appear 
graceful and attractive; but at twenty, both |as if they issued from the point of the 
the aspect of the body, and the tastes of| urethra. There was one testicle only in the 
Marie, assemed a masculine character;} scrotum; in all other respects the physical 
nevertheless, another lover presented him- | characters of the individual were masculine, 
self, which, as menstruation had never} In this individual there was no difficulty in 
occurred, and as something strange with | determining the sex; and it was only re- 
respect to formation was known to the | markable that it had been mistaken ; it was, 
parents, led to an examination; and a Dr.|in fact, merely a case of hypospadias, in 
Werse, who was employed to make it,| which the urethra is partially defective, 
declared the supposed female to be a man, | and opens on the uader side of the penis, 
In order to alter the registry, and to obtain Another malformation, causing mistakes 
a public declaration of his sex, Marie} respecting sex, is the adhesion of the penis 
petitioned the authorities, and a medical | to the scrotum; in such a case, the erection 
commission, consisting of three surgeons, | of the organ cannot take place, and the urine 
was appointed to report on the case. They | passes downwards, This is readily corrected 
found the scrotum divided through its | by the knife of the surgeon ; on liberating the 
whole length, and in each division a rounded | organ, the sex of the individual becomes, at 
body, which they declared to be testicles. | once, apparent to the most casual observer. 
A fleshy, slightly-developed penis, with an | The same proofs of the male sex are to be 
imperforate urethra, was observed between | looked for in those unfortunate cases in 
those parts; and beneath it, about an inch | which the urinary bladder is more or less 
and a half from the margin of the anus, was | defective. The penis in such cases is im- 
an opening caused by the abrupt termina-| perforate, and sometimes the testicles ave 
tion of the urethra in the perineum. Dr. | retained in the abdomen, The vasa differ- 
Weree states that in IS16, when this | entia is sometimes in a small tubercle at the 
individual was twenty-three years of age, a | root of the peuis, in which case impotency 
light beard appeared on the upper lip and | does not follow, as must be the case when 
chin; the voice was masculine; the con- | they open above the pubis. A knowledge 
stitution was robust; the pelvis that of the |of the fact of the possibility of sexual in- 
male; and the thighs, although round, yet|tercourse in the former case is of import- 
were muscular; the knees were not inclined jance ; for a female might be impregnated 
inwards, like those of the female, and the} by a person so circumstanced, who might 
feet and hands were large and powerful. | plead impotency in defending himself from 
The Doctor states that, on being questioned la charge of bastardy ; or the right of inheri- 
whether he felt sexual desires when sleep- | tance of a child, stated to have been hegot- 
ing with females, and whether he had ever | ten by such an individual, might be disputed. 
been prompted to attempt to gratify them, |The case of monstrosity, which I quoted 
he blushed and replied “ Quelquefois, mais | from Piscortir’s history of Scotland, in a 
jen’osais pas.” It is a curious fact, that | former part of my lecture, was of this kind ; 
persons afflicted with such a malformation | the persou was mistaken for a female, and 
as that just described, have been actually | was allowed to sleep with a young gu', 
married as females. Guiravup has recorded, | who became pregnant by him ; for which, in 
in the Récueil periodic de la Société de Méd.| the ignorance of the period, he was tried, 
of Paris, the dissection of a person named |condemned of an unnatural crime, and 
Avevarpe Previtie, who died in the Hoéi¢l| burnt alive. You will find a most instrac- 
Dieu, who was married as a woman, but|tive essay on this malformation, with refer- 
who was actually a man, the supposed | ences to almost every recorded case, by the 
vagina being a cul-de-sac, placed between | late Dr. A. Duncan, in the first volume of 
the rectam and the bladder. the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 
In another case, published by Doctor| The malformations in the female, consti- 
Scuwetkarb, in the eighteenth volume of |tuting androgyae, which cause the sex to be 
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doubted, are of two kinds, namely, hypertro- 
phy, or excessive dimensions, of the clitoris, 
and the protrusion of internal parts, or per- 
manent early prolapsus uteri. 

With respect to the first, it rarely occurs 
in temperate climates ; but there are a few 
cases of it recorded. Hatter mentions one 
in which the clitoris was seven inches long; 
and in a person, named Marte AnGe, who 
was exhibited in London and Paris, in 1777, 
as an hermaphrodite, it resembled the penis 
in every respect, with the exception of a 
urethra; the other parts presented no pecu- 
liarity, except an unusual contraction of the 
vagina. The enlargement of the clitoris is 
more common in tropical countries. Itgrows 
sometimes to a size equal to the male penis, 
as, for example, in the Mandingo and the Hot- 
tentot women ; and his is more likely to cause 
a mistake when the labia, as sometimes oc- 
curs, adhere. In these instances, the clitoris 
becomes erected when handled, anc it is as- 
serted that it is sometimes used as the male 
penis by libidinous females. A case of this 
kind is described by Sir E. Home, in the 
79th volume of the Philosophical Transactions. 
The clitoris was twoinches long, of the diam- 
eter of the thumb, but there was no glans, 
no prepuce, and no perforation, the urethra 
being, as in other females, below the clito- 
ris, which this negress was obliged to raise 
before she could pass her urine. Her voice 
was rough, and her aspect masculine; but 
her sex was undoubted, as all the other parts 
of the generative organs were found to be 
ina natural state. A good illustration of 
this malformation was seen in the case of 
Marre Lerort, who exhibited herself as an 
hermaphrodite in 1815, both in France and 
in England, and submitted to be examined 
by many medical men in this metropolis. 
She was examined in Paris by a commission 
of the Faculty of Medicine, and a report was 
drawn up by Bectarp, which was translated 


and printed, with comments on it by Dr. 
Granviire, in Vol, 4 of the Medical Reposi- 
tory. Many other cases of a similar kind 
have been recorded ; the want of perforation 
in the seeming penis; the absence of testes 
in the labia when adhering, but not resem- 
bling the scrotum ; and a separate opening 
of the vagina and meatus urinarius, are 
sufficient evidence, so far as evidence can be 
obtained from the examination of the genitals, 
that the individual is a female. 
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GenTLeMeEN :—I explained to you, in my 

last lecture, the process by which opium, 

the inspissated juice of the papaver somni- 
ferum, is obtained, and detailed to you 
the analysis with which modern chemistry 
has furnished us. I have now to enter upon 
the consideration of the effects, both medi- 
cinal and toxicological, that are the result 
of its internal administration, or of its ex- 
ternal application to the human body. It is 

a subject of considerable importance, and 

embraces a vast number of very interesting 

points. The greatest difficulty which I 

have to encounter in its consideration, is to 

condense the mass of information which is 
to be collected from the vast number of the 
most intelligent medical men, and to place 
before you, in their most striking forms, the 
more important facts. Among the formule 
which have found a place in our pharmaco- 
porias, all those which contain opium cannot 
be strictly considered narcotic, though by 
opium their general effect is produced, but 
there is a combination of other drags for the 
purpose of acting upon some of the organs, 
or tissues, of the human body specifically ; 
thus, that invaluable compound of opium, 
sulphate of potash and ipecacuan, to which 
the name of pulvisipecacuanh# compositas, 
or Dover's powder, is given, determines to 
the surface of the body, and increases the 
perspiration. The powder which contains 
prepared chalk, bark of cinnamon, the root 
of tormentilla, gum acacia, long pepper, 
together with opium, checks diarrhoea, and 
neutralizes the acid which has been too 
largely developed in the stomach. But I 


have now more particularly to call your 
attention to those preparations of opiam 
which act primarily as stimulants, and then 
as soporifics, sedatives, or anodynes, and 
which are not combined with other remedies. 
In a vast number of diseases opium is ad- 
ministered in its solid form, in the dose of a 
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single grain, which, by the consent of the 
greater number of medical men, is ackuow- 
ledged to be the full dose; you must re- 
gulate, however, as I shall have occasion 
to show you, its quantity according to the 
various circumstances which may demand 
either its diminution or its increase. Opium, 
when maverated in a spirituous fluid, fora 
sufficient length of time to be completely 
dissolved, yields to it all its properties, and 
to tris fluid is applied the name of tincture, 
or of laudanum. This latter application was 
formerly given to opium in its solid state, 
nor was it applied to the liquid uatil the 
time of SypeNHAM; previous to that the 
common name was laudanum opiatum, or, 
simply, laudanum. It is said by TILtin- 
eivs, in his singular book, entitled, “ De 
Anchora salutis sacra seu 
Opiato, Medicamine isto Divino ac coelitus 


demisso,” to be so called, because it was | 


laude dignum, vel medicamentum laudatum; 


but Lisavius, one of the old opposers of the | 


chemists, inveighs bitterly against this deri- 
vation, which he declares to be a piece of 
barbaric insolence worthy the madness of 
Paracetsus. It was likewise called Thebaic 
by the older writers, from the manufacture 
of opium at Thebes, in Egypt. 


SYDENHAM was, at an early period of his | 


practice, struck with the difficulties which 
must always attend the administration of a 
remedy which demands to be given with 
minuteness and accuracy, if we can only 
employ it in a solid form, and he, therefore, 


was the first to devise a plan by which its | 


virtues could be imparted to a fluid. To 
him we are, therefore, indebted for the spi- 
rituous and vinous preparations which are 
now generally employed. The formula 
which he has recommended is still to be 
found in the greater number of the conti- 
nental pharmacopocias. The tinctura opii 
crocata, or Sydenhami laudanum, is to be 
seen in those of Paris, of Denmark, of Po- 
land, of Prussia, and of Ho'land; and his 
recipe runs thus:—Take of Spanish wine 
one pint, opium two ounces, saffron an 
ounce, cinnamon and cloves, of each reduced 
to powder, one drachm, infuse them together 
in a bath heat, for two or three days, till the 
tincture becomes of a due consistence, and, 
after stirring it, set it off for use. The fol- 
lowing are the reasons which he himself 
offers for the introduction of this prepara- 
tion:—“ I do not, indeed, judge that this 
preparation is to be preferred to the solid 
landanum of the shops, but I give it the pre- 
ference for its more convenient form, and 
the greater certainty of dosing it, as it may 
be dropt into wine, or distilled water, or 
any other liquor.” The preparation ordered 
by the London College of Physicians, which 
is most generally employed, has simplified 
and altered the strength of the tincture, and 
this improvement took place in consequence 
of the complaints that appeared in the dis- 
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de Laudano | 


pensatories, that, in Sypevnam's tincture, 
‘the quantity of the spices was too minute 
even to flatter the most credulous, who re- 
flect on it with any expectation of the 
| slightest efficacy, the spices not being half a 
grain to twenty drops. The mixture of in- 
| significant quantities of spices, or of other 
| irrelative ingredients withthe opium, in lau- 
| danum, are not only needless, but really in- 
| jurious, since they conduce to perplex the 
| preparation, and render the proportion less 
easy to adjust.” The consequence of these 
| observations was, that though in the pre- 
|paration which approximates more nearly 
| to the laudanum of SypenuaM, and which is 
called the wine of opium, but which is 
| “* lucus a non lucendo,” as it really contains 
no wine at all, the spices are still to be 
found, yet our present laudanum, or tincture, 
is without them, and is, therefore, a much 
improved aud valuable substitute. It is 
made by macerating, for fourteen days, two 
ounces and a half of hard opium, bruised, in 
| two pints of proof spirit, and straining the 
fluid; nineteen minims of this tincture is 
| considered equivalent to one grain of opium, 
There is no one remedy in the whole cata- 
| logue of the Materia Medica that demands 
greater discrimination and attention in the 
adjustment of the dose, and its proper admi- 
| nistration in the different stages of disease 
| Even in a state of health, where it is taken 
to produce its singularly intoxicating influe 
}ence, its effects are very much to be rega- 
lated by the quantity. It often happens, 
however, that that which would induce in 
one individual every sensation of felicity 
that is to be enjoyed on earth, and would 
invigorate the corporeal and intellectual 
powers, awakens in another a miserable 
train ofchaoticand tumultuousimagery apon 
the mind, and, at the same time, produces 
sensations upon the nervous system that are 
indescribably miserable. Those who have 
accustomed themselves to its use can ine 
crease the quantity in a most marvellous 
manner, and can with impunity swallow 
enough to destroy three lives, under ordinary 
circumstances. Almost every individual 
who has practised his profession for some 
time has seen patients take, from being long 
habituated to its use, enormous quantities of 
laudanum, or of solid opium, most generally 
with a view, at least in this country, of 
mitigating some suffering to which they are 
liable ; but in Turkey, Dr. Surra tells as 
that the quantity used by the consumers of 
opium, who seek from it the peculiar excite- 
ment it produces, was generally about three 
drachms; he himself saw a Turk swallow 
six drachms, and this served only to increase 
his cheerfulness. It was about this portion 
that an individual took who has acquired 
very considerable celebrity in this country, 
from his publication of a Little volame which 
was entitled * The Confessions ofan Opium 





Eater.” His ordinary dose was 320 grains; 
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for the first eight years of his indulgence ia | enabled to diminish his dose without greater 
is habit he took it once only in the week, | sattering from it, for opium eaters gene- 


e chose Saturday night, and hfs great de. | 
light was to attend the Italian Opera whilst | 
underits influence, for he found it to beighten 
his enjoyment of the masic in a most ex- | 
traordinary degree, or else he sallied forth 
into the markets of this great metropolis to | 
watch the individuals who throng there on 
that night to purchase their Sanday’ $s meal, | 
and it afforded him a pleasure of which his | 
description can impart to us bat a faint im- 
pression. One most extraordiuary fact is, 
that he was able, and that without any con- | 
siderable effort, to diminish his dose in a 
most remarkable manner. For three years 
he had not been content to take 320 grains 
once in the week, but had taken it daily; 
but suddenly he descended to 40 grains, so 
that where he had taken an equivalent to} 
8000 drops of laudanum, he contenter’ him- 
self with 1000. About this period a species 
of suffering overcame him of a very singalar | 
kind; all sorts of phantoms presented them- 
selvestohim. “At night,” says he,“ when | 
I lay awake in bed vast processions passed 
along iv mournful pomp, friezies of never- | 
ending stories, that to my feelings were as | 
gad and solemn as if they were drawn from 
times before AZpipus or Priam, before Tyre, | 
before Memphis. And at the same time a 
corresponding change took place in my 
dreams ; a theatre seeined lighted up within 
my brain which presented nishily spectacles 
of more than earthly splendour.” One sen- 
sation which he has described, 1 myself have 
felt when obliged to have recourse to opium | 
for the alleviation of pain, and which I have | 
likewise heard others allude to, namely, the 
singular lengthening out of time, so thata 
single night appears to have been of years’ 
duration; he speaks ashaving almost, in one 
night, passed through a hundred years, 
Anotber anda more dreadful affliction he 
describes :—“ 1 seemed every night to de- 
scend, not metaphorically, but literally to 
descend, into chasms and suniless abysses, 
depths below depths, from which it seemed 
Rroalees that I should everre-ascend, nor did 
I, by waking, feel that I had re-ascended. 
This I do not dwell upon, because the state 
of gloom which attended those gorgeous 
spectacles, amounting at last to utter dark- 
ness, or of some suicidal despondency, can- 
not be approached by words,” That these | 
are not the imaginary sufferings of a romance | 
writer I am fully persuaded, from the de- 
scriptions I have received from individuals 
of the inconceivable sensations they have 
experienced from opium; and the many 
narrations that I have listened to from those 
on whose truth I can place the firmest re- 
liance, have quiie convinced me that the 
feelings which pervade the system, under its 
influence, are of aclass which might almost 
be considered supernatural. The astonish- 


| 


| 





ing circumstance is that he should have beea 


rally remark, that if on any occasion they 
do diminish’ the ustal nocturnal dose, 
although they may have sound sleep, and 
apparently pass the night well, yet they are 
anrefreshed, languid, weakened, dispirited, 
and without any appetite, and a state of 
| discomfort lasts for several hours, whilst, 
l'on the other hand, if they have taken the 
wouted stimulus, although they may be 
| restless, agitated, and have neither inclina- 
! tion nor power to sleep during the livelong 
uight, yet they rise to their occupations in 
the morning fresh, cheerful, hungry, and in 
| good humonar with themselves and with the 
rest of the world. Some individuals falfl 
with ereater alacrity and vigour the duties 
of life under this iniluence ; orators, writers, 
and statesmen, have owed much of their 


| intellectual vigour to this drug. 


Most opium eaters dislike wine and brandy ; 
hut this is not always the case, for the 


| Baron De Torr tells us, that his language- 


master, who was of Persian extraction, a 
great enthusiast in poetry, used to get drank 
indifferently with opium or with brandy. 
The exhilaration atteadant upon the first is, 
however, of a very diff-rent character, and 
this is most striking inthe state of the mind: 
all is order, harmony, vigour, and tranquil- 
lity ; there is no shadow of that brutality 
which most decidedly belongs, more ox less, 
to vinous intoxication. The stace that fol- 
lows it is very different. The recovery from 
wine, too, characterises the distinction; there 
may be nausea, sickness of the stomach, a 
fearful headach, and general feverishness 
upon the succeeding day ; bat these vanish, 
and all is well. No greater misery, how- 
ever, can be felt than that which the opium- 
eater experiences when his accustomed sti- 
mulus fails him, or the dreadfal re-action 
occurs, which is as striking to the observer 
as it is painful to himself: the mind is much 
enfeebled, the eyes lack lustre, the sensa- 
tious are all disordered, the appetite is lost, 
the limbs seem incapable of supporting the 
body’s load, existence is loathsome, no sub- 
stitute can be found for the potent juice, 
for to the greater number of the lovers of 
opium, wine and brandy are disgusting ; 
they nauseate instead of diffusing a genial 
glow. The accustomed dram is the only re- 
lief to be found from this sad state, and the 
deluded victim flies to his debauch when- 
ever the opportunity presents itself, althoagh 
self-condemnation and the ridicule of bis 
friends await him, and although idiotcy and 
deformity stare him in the face. We have 
had so many vivid pictures drawn by the 
Baron De Torr, by Mr. Mapves, and by 
pass travellers, that we are almost as well 

equainted with the habits, the appearance, 
- the follies of the opium-eaters of Cou- 
stantinople, as if we had visited the scene 
of their singular debauch, 
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There is a particular part of Constanti- 
nople, called Theriaky Tcharchiffy,or Opium 
Bazaar, to which, at a particular hour in the 
evening, the lovers of the drug are habit- 
uaied to find their way, for the purpose of 
indulging in this exhilaration. The first 
feeling that is excited in the minds of the 
spectator is one of compassion for the pale, 
the haggard, and the melancholy counte- 
nances. which strike the eye, and which are 
rendered more impressive upon the Euro- 
pean by the habitual gravity of the Turk ; 
bat this pity is soon exchanged for far diffe- 
rent sensations, for deformities the most 
whimsical are the consequence of the long- 
continued habit. Some of these unfortunate 
creatures have wry necks, for the muscles 
become rigid; the head is seen contorted to 
one side or the other, or one shoulder is 
considerably higher than its fellow, or the 
head appears almost buried between their 
shoulders; then their gesticulations are so 
whimsical as to excite mirth and merriment 
in those most iuclined to pity them, Every 
fibre in the body trembles ; still they cannot 
abandon the custom ; they are miserable till 
the moment arrives when they are to indulge. 
Close to the wall, near the Mosque, the ex- 
perienced opium merchant has placed a 
number of sofas, shaded by trees. Here 
the theriake, or, opium-eater, reclines, and 
receives the pills containing his accustomed 
dose, together with a glass of water; he 
awaits the moments of eatacy, which usually 
commence about three guarters of an hour 
after ke has swallowed it. He then becomes 
an altered being; his features are flushed, 
his eyes acquire an unnatural brilliancy, the 
expression of the counteuance is horribly 
wild; he exhibits his delight in a thousand 
different ways; he gesticulates, he talks; 
some of them compose excellent verses, and 
address the bystanders in eloquent language ; 
at last they return to their homes, each pos- 
sessing some imaginary bliss which “ the 
dull reality of life” could never give. Those 
who encounter them divert themselves at 
their expense, and make them chatter non- 
sense; they are, however, too happy to pay 
attention to any thing but their own reveries, 
Even the loud laugh and the hootings which 
accompany them home, produce no effect; 
they are wrapped up in an elysium, from 
which they are only to be awakened by the 
miserable reaction which must, sooner or 
later, recal them to existence. Mr. Mappen, 
a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
who has painted this scene. admirably, and 
who is one of the last scientific men who 
have visited Constantinople, and given us 
the result of their observations, tried the 
experiment on himself, and took four grains 
in divided doses; he describes his sensa- 
tions “as the faint, exquisite music of a 
dream,” but he had only pleasurable feel- 
ings when his eyes were open, if they were 
closed they vanished. It appeared to him 
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as if external objects only were acted on by. 
the imagination, and magnified ipto images 
of pleasure, In walking he was hardly sen- 
sible of his feet touching the ground, it 
seemed as if he slid along the street, im- 
pelled by some invisible agent, and that his 
blood was composed of some ethereal fluid, 
which rendered his body lighter than air. 

Not only does the habit of taking opium 
render larger doses necessary to produce its 
peculiar influence, but it blunts all the sen- 
sations of the body. It renders the intesti- 
nal canal so excee lingly sluggish, that the 
most active purgetives lose their power; 
this, however, is not to be considered a uni- 
form comsequeuce, but, in many instances, 
large doses of aloes, of scammony, and of 
jalap, may be taken in vain, Rhubarb, and 
colocynth, and gambege, produce great irri- 
tation, but will not excite the peristaltic 
motion, Castor oil, under such circum- 
stances, however, retains its influence; and 
olive vil, to which tincture of senna is added, 
likewise is serviceable. The most active 
emetics are useless, and, indeed, in some 
instances, the most virulent poisons have ac- 
tually become inert. Of this a singular case 
is ou record, authenticated by a physician, 
who bore a high rank in the French army, 
M. Povevevitte, whea a prisoner in Con- 
stantinople, saw a man who was known all 
wer the city under the name of SutymMay 
Geyer, or SotyMan, the eater of corrosive 
sublimate; he was said at that time to be 
upwards of 100 years of age ; he had very 
early habituated himself to the use of opium 
which he had increased until it produce 
no effect upon his imagination, and until his 
digestive system must have been completely 
disordered ; he, therefore, took corrosive 
sublimate, and for thirty years he never 
ceased tu take it; and the dose he could then 
bear was upwards of adrachm. He went 
into the shep of an apothecary, who was a 
Jew; he asked for a drachm of corrosive 
sublimate,—having first mixed it in a glass 
of water, he swal'owed it. The apothecary, 
fearing that he should be accased of poison- 
ing a Turk, immediately shut up his shop, 
reproaching himself bitterly with what he 
had cone; but great was his joy and asto- 
nishment when, on the following day, the 
Turk came to repeat his dose. Whether the 
corrosive sublimate produced any sensation 
beyond that of allaying a sort of unnatural 
craving, I know not, 

It does not appear that any narcotic, 
or drag, with which we are acquaint- 
ed, produces altogether the hallucination 
that accompanies opium. The salts of mor- 
phia, in the opinion of most medical men, 
have not an exhilarating effect ; there seems, 
however, some doubt on the subject. Dr. 
Wier, of Munich, made some experi- 
ments on himself to ascertain the effect of 
narcotine. He found that eight grains gave 
him headach. There was much excitement, 
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will be found in the admirable work on 
poisons, by Dr. Curisrison ; it was related 


and a peculiar restlessness supervened, his 
hands trembled, and he was unable to fix his 
thoughts upon any subject; this lasted a 
few hours,—it commenced about twenty- 
eight hours after the narcotine had been 
swallowed. Macenpre has tried some ex- 
periments on dogs,—they seem to have a 
species of reverie,—they were in a state ap- 
proximating to sleep, but they were alive to 
external objects, and were particularly irri- 
table. Occasional convulsions came on, 
and, with this exception, they seemed to be 
quiet. 

A very interesting question has arisen 
upon the effects of opium-eating on health 
and on longevity. The late Earl of Mar 
had insured his life in one of the offices in 
Edinburgh to a large amount. He was an 
opium consumer to the amount of from two 
to three ounces of laudanum daily, but this 
fact had not been stated at the time the 
policy of insurance was granted, and on his 
death, which occurred two years after- 
wards, from icterus and ascites, the company 
declined payment of the policy, assigning as 
the reason, that his lordship had concealed 
from them a habit which tends to shorten 
life. The bank that held the policy as secu- 
rity for money lent entered upon anaction, 
and the consequence was that the insurance- 
office was adjudged to pay the amount, not, 
however, on the ground that the habit was 
injurious to life, but upon the ground that 
the office had not shown the proper degree 
of caution when the insurance was effected. 
Dr. Curistison was a medical witness on 
that occasion, and his attention was necessa- 
rily directed to the subject, which led him to 
an inquiry, and from eleven cases which 
came under his notice, he considers that the 
practice of opium-eating is not so injurious 
as is commonly believed,—this, however, is 
notthe general idea. Mr. Mappen, whom I 
have just quoted as an authority to be relied 
on, says, that from personal inquiries he 
found it was rare for an opium-eater at 
Constantinople, if he began the practice 
early, to pass thirty years of age. 

With regard to the toxicological effects 
of opium, we find that it is destructive both 
of animal and vegetable life. Dr. Marcer 
has informed us, that a bean-; lant was de- 
stroyed in a day and a half by a solution of 
opium. Dr. Monro found, as far back as 
the year 1754, that a solution of opium ap- 
plied even tothe skin of frogs, rendered them 
motionless, and killed them. MELIER was 
struck with the fact of the death, suddenly, 
of leeches, applied to the body of a chiid 
who had been poisoned by too strong an in- 
jection of poppy-heads. 

It is a question of no small importance, 
and one which has not been altogether satis- 
factorily answered, What is the smallest 
quantity of opium that will prove fatal? It 
has been said, four grains of solid opium, 
and the best authenticated case is one which 





tohm by Dr. W. Brown. A dose of four 
grains and a half killed an adult,—it way 
combined with nine grains of camphor. The 
man took the opium at seven in the morning 
for a cough, at nine his wife found him ina 
deep sleep, from which she could not arouse 
him. Nothing was done for his relief till 
three inthe afternoon, when Dr. Brown was 
called to him, and found him tabouring 
under all the usual symptoms of poisoning 
by opium, contracted pupils amongst the 
rest. Death ensued in an hour, notwith- 
standing the active employment of remedies, 
A case of fatal narcotism has lately excited 
a good deal of attention amongst the medi- 
cal menin Paris. It was produced by twelve 
drops of laudanum, used as a lavement, for 
a patient under the care of M. Rayer, in the 
Hopital de la Charité, and death occurred in 
eighteen hours. It has been said by Orrita, 
in his Toxicologie Générale, that opium acts 
more energetically when introduced into the 
rectum than administered by the stomach, 
but certainly such a result from so minute a 
quantity could never have been foreseen. 
Dr. Curistison states, that he has given, by 
injection, without producing more than the 
usual somnolency, two drachms, by measure, 
of laudanum. In examining the details of 
cases, and more particularly in looking 
through the vast number that medical men 
have very judiciously sent to the periodical 
medical journals, 1 am quite astonished at 
the largeness of the doses that have been 
taken by suicides, and yet with proper care 
they have recovered from their poisonous 
effects. In one of the German journals there 
is a female described as recovering after 
having swallowed no less a quantity than 
eight ounces of crade opium. It seems to 
me, however, that the poison taken in tinc- 
ture proves fatal in much smaller doses 
than in the solid form, and this is probably 
to be accounted for by the length of time 
which the stomach must take to dissolve a 
large mass, and in the interim some of the 
symptoms which excite alarm are fpercepti- 
ble. and remedial agents are employed; but 
where the tincture has been taken the pecu- 
liar sopor may supervene within twenty 
minutes. Much, too, will always depend 
on the fulness or emptiness of the stomach ; 
thus, opium taken fasting in the morning, 
will produce its effects much more rapidly 
and certainly than at any other time in the 
day ; and after a meal it is very likely to be 
vomited back. I think, from all that [ have 
been able to collect, that I should draw the 
conclusion, that two drachms of tincture of 
opium might, under some circumstances, act 
as a destroyer of life tolerably quickly; 
still, however, I should well weigh all the 
cireumstances before I should believe such 
a dose of properly-formed tincture to have 
proved fatal. About six grains of solid 
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opium could not be taken with impunity 
by those unaccustomed to it. There is a 
yery curious, and it might prove a faial mis- 
take, in one of the editions of Buchan’s 
Domestic Medicine; the invalid is there 
cautioned against taking too large a dose of 
laudanum, and, by inadvertency, instead of 
twenty-five drops, he is advised never to 
take more than twenty-five ounces. 





OPERATION FOR THE 
EXTIRPATION OF AN INVERTED UTERUS, 
SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMED. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—Enclosed I send you a case of 
extirpation of the uterus, the details of 
which I trust will not be thought too 
tedious for insertion in your valuable jour- 
nal, having been thus minute in consequence 
of the rare occurrence, and interesting 
nature, of such cases. I have refrained 
from publishing it before, in order that I 
might be enabled to give you the further 
progress and results of the case. I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM Moss. 

Park-street, Windsor, 16th Nov., 1836. 





I was requested, last November, by Mrs. 
D., of the George Inn, Eton, to examine her 
cook, Elizabeth Field, who had lived with 
her in that capacity for eight years, with 
the exception of some short intervals, and 
had long laboured under what she called a 
“ falling down of the womb.” On exposing 
that organ, I found it, to my surprise, 
wholly external to the parts of generation, 
of great size, in the form of an immense 
pear, with its broad end, or fundus, down- 
wards, in a state of ulceration. She stated 
that six years ago she was delivered of her 
first child, at the full period, by a midwife, 
after a long and severe labour. She was 
not sufficiently seusible at the time to know 
whether any violence was used in removing 
the placenta or not. She went on pretty 
well, and speedily resumed her domestic 
duties, but at the end of the month she felt, 
on standing up, a tumour in the vagina, 
which disappeared on lying down. This 
continued, with little variation, for three 
months, when it got worse, and during the 
next month she could feel the swelling 
outwardly. She now applied to a surgeon, 
who used the pessary, and sponge teuts, 
but without any benefit. She then went to 
reside at Slough, as cook, for eight months, 
where the womb was constantly down, 
except when in bed. The inconvenience 
which she thus sustained now compelled 
her to take lodgings, for the purpose of 
procuriog surgical aid, where she remained 
for fourteen weeks; pessaries were again 
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had recourse to, but were constantly forced 
out, on her getting up, by the womb's 
coming down. After this period (March 
1831), she went to the Crown Inn, Windsor, 
where she caught a severe cold, and had 
much pain in the organ, which was now 
three parts down. She got better as regards 
the pain, and in the following May returned 
to the George Inn, Eton. She went on 
pretty well that year, though unable at 
times to sit down, as the womb would not 
always go up within the passage. After 
this, up to the ; resent time, it never went 
up at all, and she could not sit down, 
excepting on one side, and on the corner 
of a chair. States that she had been 
regular, at her periods, all the while, and 
that the discharge, on washing the womb at 
this time, appeared to come from the lower 
part, or under surface. Her bealth had not 
materially suffered until the last four 
months, when she constantly felt a sinking 
and lowness, a sense of hunger, without the 
power to eat; during this latter period, too, 
the lower part of the tumour began to get 
sore, and discharge, and whenever she had 
a motion, it was attended with violent 
bearing down, and protrusion of the bowel. 
The urine, also, was spare in quantity, and 
evacuated with much straining; she was, 
in short, reduced to such a state of weakness 
and suffering, that she could no longer do 
her work, and was desirous of undergoing 
any treatment that could afford her a chance 
of relief. I omitted to say that the patient 
was forty-one years of age, and of a good 
constitution. 

After ascertaining this history, and seeing 
the condition of the organ (the entire fundus 
being in a state of ulceration), she was 
informed that the only means of relief was 
to be found in a removal of the organ, and 
that the operation would be attended with 
great danger, and uncertain in its result, 
She, however, begged that it might be per- 
formed, at all risks, a8 she preferred dying 
under it to living in her present misery. 
She accordingly wevt into lodgings, in the 
next week, and, on the 26th of the same 
month, assisted by Mr. Pearl, house-surgeon 
to the Windsor Dispensary, I passed a 
ligature, of Indian twist, around the neck 
of the uterus, close to its junction with the 
vagina. It was drawn tight, and secured 
by an instrument, similar to Gooch’s for 
extracting polypi. The ulceration had ex- 
tended rapidly since I first saw the case, 
and an aperture was now apparent, at the 
fundus, nearly through the parietes. 

She experienced great pain from the 
ligature, and was given a full dose of lauda- 
num, which was repeated in the evening. 
Vomiting now came on, and continued 
throughout the night, at intervals. The 
pulse was 80. Ordered brandy and water, 
with opium pills, 4tis horis. 
27th. Mane. She had had no sleep. The 
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in the afternoon. Applied a fresh ligature, 
of small whipcord. Great pain, with violeut 
spasms, and bearing down of the intestine 
sixteen times in ten minutes. Gave an 
opium pill, and administered an opiate 
suppository. No ease. The suppository 
was constantly forced out. Slackened the 
ligature, which immediately relieved the 
spasms. No alieration in the pulse. 

28th. Mand. Had passed a_ restless 
night; countenance and pulse unyaried ; 
tongue clean, and no sickvess. Tightened 
the ligature slightly. Opium pills, 2 grains, 
Gtis horis. Beef-tea, brandy and water, and 
lemonade, allowed.—r.w. A return of the 
spasms. Passed up a suppository, with 
10 grains of opium and a scruple of pil. 
saponis cum opio. This produced violent 
spasms, which prolapsed the rectum, forcing 
out the suppository, which being replaced, 
was instantly ejected, in spite of the finger 
being placed upon it, The spasms ceased on 
the suppository being withdrawn.— Vespere. 
Pretty easy. Ligature making way, sur- 
rounded by a purulent discharge. Tightened 
it baif an inch, spasms returned, but they 
were not so violent. Ulceration extending 
rapidly. Repeat the opium pill. 

29th. Mane. Had passed a restless night! 
pulse undisturbed; tongue clean; no 
vomiting; slight spasms. Had passed no 
evacuation. Castor oil one ounce.—P.™M. 
Pretty easy. Removed the ligature, which 
was gimp (neither this nor the whipcord 
being found suiliciently cutting,) and applied 
one of wire. Ulceration round the neck 
progressing ; the organ diminished in volume, 
but no appearance of strangulation. 
Vesperé. Much the same; no motion, and 
but little urine passed, Gave half an ounce 
more of castor oil. Tightened the ligature, 
but was compelled to slacken it, from 
violent spasms occurring. 

30th. Slené. Had passed a bad night; 
pulse 104; bowels weil moved. Adminis- 
tered one scruple of crude opium in a 
watery solution, pre enemd, which gave 
greatrelief. Tightened the ligature by one 
tura of the instrument. Very strong spasms 
produced, aud the injection forcibly ejected, 
Slackened the ligature. Sickness, with 
tenderness round the abdomen; feverish, 
with a creamy tongue. Withdrew the 
ligature, and gave saline medicine. 

Dec. ist. Mane. Had passed a tolerable 
night, but had a small, quick, pulse, with 
paiw and teudervess around the hypogastric 
region, Diarrhoea and vomiting. The 
uterus looked shrivelled, and a good deai 
diminished in size. Administered an opiate 
enema, applied a turpentine linimeut to the 
abdomen. Saline mixture, 4tis horis, with 
pills of opium, calomel, and ipecacuanha.— 
Vespere. Pulse 80; no pain or tenderness ; 








no evacuation; vomiting continues. Saline 
mixture 4tis horis; soda-water and lemonade, 
Uterus sensibly diminished since i 
deep sloughing ulcer around its neck, A 
solution of chloride of lime applied to it 
with a feather. 

2nd. Had passed a good night; pulse 
80; tongue clean ; rl mBng T in 
every respect better ; the organ visibly less, 
measuring, to-day, in its circumference, 
exactly ten inches. Ordered a calumba 
mixture. 

3rd. Had passed rather a restless night ; 
pains around the hypogastrium, the loins, 
and down the thighs, indicating the approach 
of the catamenia. No motion. Gaye half 
an ounce of castor oil, which operated freely. 
Length of the organ much contracted from 
the fundus sloughing away. Repeat the 
chloride of soda to its neck, 

4th. Better; uterus lessening rapidly. 

5th. Had slept little, complains of 
ach, and the usual symptoms attending her 
periods. Fowl! for dinner, with sherry and 
water.—Vesperé. Much the same. , Castor 
oil half an ounce. Chloride re-applied. 

6th. Had passed a good night. The 
uterus now of about half its original size; 
the slough around its neck nearly all out. 
Allowed porter with her fowl. 

7th. Doing well. 

Sth. Mane. The same, The wound being 
clean, administered an opiate clyster, and 
applied another ligature, very tight, round 
the same part, which appeared to cause 
strangulation. Slight spasms.——-P.M, 
organ has regained its former hue ; spasms 
continue. Administered another enema, 
and in half an hour tightened the ligature 
by two turns of the instrument; the uterus 
immediately became discoloured, and ap- 
parently strangulated.—Vesperé. Spasms, 
though not so strong as formerly; the 
uterus still appears to be strangulated. 
taken beef-tea, which was rejected, Repeat 
the enema of opium. 

Oth. Mane. Had passed a restless night, 
attended with spasms, though she at 
intervals, and vomited on taking any liquid. 
The uterus had recovered its former aspect, 
and the circulation was again established. 
Enema of opium. Tightened the ligature 
by four turns, but compelled to relax one 
turn; the organ became of a blue and livid 
colour again. Soda-water and brandy.— 

m. In a good deal of pain; vomits all 
liquids; the uterus has regained its former 
appearance. Repeat the enema, d 
the ligature two terns. Obliged to 
one turn. Vesperé. In great pain, w 
frequent spasms, and vomiting, Uterus 
appears strangulated; is very 
displays some vesicles and 
over part of its surface. Took 
ligature, which had cut down to a 
ference of little more than 
Pulse quick, and rather ; 
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moist, and clean. Foment the organ with 
warm water. 

10. Had aes during three hours in 
the night; ‘pulse 74; countenance sallow ; 
sick at stomach, Uterus regaining its for- 
mer appearance. Apply solution of chloride 
to the wound. A saline effervescing aperient 
adis horis.—r.M. Sickness relieved.— Ves- 

Bowels evacuated. 

11th. Very low during the day; pulse 
beyond 90, and small, with a brownish fur 
on the tongue.—Vesper?. Better; uterus 
diminishing, and discharging a good deal. 
Chloride a ree frequenily. 

12th and 13th. Better. Had passed a 
good night; pulse, countenance, and tongue, 
looking well. 

14th. Going on favourably, slough be- 
ginning to move from the bottom ‘of the 
wound ; little change in the appearance of 
the organ during the last few days. 

15th. Doing well ; wound nearly clean. 
Uterus getting less. 

16th. Determined on excising the remain- 
ing portion of the neck. Divided it cautiously 
frony behind, half through; it was dense, 
aud of great thickness. A copius hemor- 
rhage ensued from three considerable arte- 
ries. The patient became very faint, and 
strong spasms came on, which forced down 
the vagina and intestine, externally, through 
the recent orifice. On rallying from her syn- 
cope, « inished the operation, There was a 

od deal of hemorrhage from four more 

arteries, one of which, towards the 
s, was of the size of a crowquill ; they 
were all most dexterously seized by Mr. 
Peart as soon as I divided them, and were 
well secured, Brandy and water given. 
Sick. Soda-water. No hamorrhage, but 
complains of pain and twitchings. Admi- 
nistered an opiate clyster, which procured 
ease and drowsiness for two hours, when 
vomiting came on, After this she remained 
quiet, and free from pain, al! the afternoon. 
—Vesper?. Pulse recovered, and at 80; 
eae occurred op taking soda-water ; 
Res fin bet toot ke dozing a good deal; 
haemorrhage ; she vomit- 
pe at intervals on taking soda-water. (The 
uterus was weighed after its removal, and 
found to balance exactly seven ounces, after 
being wasted to half its original size, and 
drained of its blood.) 

ae Mané. Very comfortable ; pulse 
good ; vomiting ceased after 11, a. w.— 

esper?. Quite easy ; pulse 90; skin cool ; 
tengue and countenance good, 

18th. Had a good night, and is 
altogether better.—r. u. Doing well; quite 

3 took a little veal broth for her dinner ; 
sight rge from the ligatures. 

. Had passed a good night, 
ricky and some ounce of castor oil. Became 
sick, some bile. Felt low; 
pa ai apa of 90. No dis- 
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ture, with tartrate of soda, 2dis heris. Hot 
sponges to be constantly applied to the vulva. 
—Vesperé. Much better; had passed one 
slight evacuation of scybala, without the 
usual bearing down of the intestine. Per- 
fectly easy. 

20th. Had passed a good night; three 
more evacuations, of a good quality; free 
from pain ; pulse between 90 and 100; 
tongue ¢ lean ; passed a good day, and was 
better in the evening ; makes a good deal of 
urine. No discharge. 

ZIst. Had passed a very restless night, 
with pain in the bowels, which was increas- 
ed on pressure; pulse 100 ; tongue rather 
furred, Give an aperient, ‘and apply hot 
fomentations to the vulva.—P.M. Relieved ; 
had passed a copious evacuation, with some 

scybala, and much flatus. No pain; pulse 
90, and suft.—Vespere. Very comfortable ; 
desired to have a teacupful of warm porter, 
which was allowed. 

22nd. Had not slept well, but is much 
better; tongue clean; pulse soft, fuller, and 
only 80; free from pain—Vesperé. Com- 
fortable ; ligatures discharging; passed a 
natural motion, without pain or inconveni- 
ence. 

23rd. Had passed a good night, and is in 
every respect better. 

24th. Doing well; free discharge from 
ligatures. 25th. The same. 

26th. The first ligature came away. 

27in. The remaining ligatures came away, 
all together. 

30th. Was dressed, and sat up, being a 
fortnight after the operation. Felt inability 
to retain her urine on standing up; in other 
respects quite comfortable. 

31. Being obliged to give up her lodgings, 
she went home in a sedan-chair, just five 
weeks after the application of the first liga- 
ture. 

Jan. Ist. Doing quite well. 

2nd. Pains indicating the approach of 
the menstrual period. 

3rd. Feverish, with contined bowels. 

4th. A bilious attack, from having taken 
too much porter. Sth. Better. 

8th. Down stairs, superintending dinner 
for company. 

During the next fortnight she improved 
daily in health and strength, and constantly 
executed her duties as cook at the George 
Inn, though suffering under the incontinence 
of urine whilst standing up. 

After continuing in her usual employ for 
three weeks, she foolishly went to see a 
friend, at the distance of half a mile, walk- 
ing up and down Windsor Hill. The conse- 
quence of this exertion was, that on getting 
home she had a prolapsus of the intestines, 
which forced through the new adhesions, 
and appeared externally. These were im- 
mediately returned, and she was put to bed. 
Her mistress, now thinking that she would 
be no longer fit for her —_ had her re- 
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moved to the workhouse, where, after re- 
maining during a month, she so far recovered 
that she returned to the George, and has con- 
tinued in her usual employ up to the present 
time, getting stout, and acquiring perfect 
health. This patient has suffered a good 
deal at her expected periods, from violent 
“forcing pains,” as she terms them, in addi- 
tion to the usual symptoms. She was bled 
four times on these occasions, with imme- 
diate relief. During her last two periods 
(not having been bled for the last three 
months) the pains forced a hemorrhage from 
the vagina, to the amount of three or four 
table-spoonfuls. The intestines have fre- 
quently descended, externally, but have im- 
mediately returned on lying down. She is 
now much better in this respect, especially 
since the use of a caoutchouc pessary, which 
I procured at Maw’s, with a long tube-like 
neck, This was passed up, beyond the 
lower brim of the pelvis; it was then fully 
inflated, by means of a bladder and pipe, and 
kept distended by securing the tube with a 
ligature. This was the only pessary which 
was not immediately expelled from the va- 
gina. She is still annoyed by incontinence 
of urine whilst standing, though less than 
formerly, and often evacuates half a pint at 
once. The urethra was examined, and found 
perfect. 





CASE OF PYROSIS, 
WITH 
PERFORATION OF THE STOMACH, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—I beg to transmit to you for iaser- 
tion in your widely-circulated periodical, 
(to which I have been a subscriber from its 
first number,) the following case of perfo- 
ration of the stomach, accompanied by 


pyrosis. The obscure pathology of such 
diseases, more particularly the latter, will, 
I trust, render the communication interest- 
ing, and I hope, not useless, as it is only by 
an accurate and minute observation, a faith- 
ful detail, and an extensive comparison, of 
individual cases, that any general conclu- 
sions can be drawn, which can be at all 
relied on, or any useful practical know- 
ledge obtained. I remain, Sir, your’s re- 
spectfully, 
James Cores Parkin, M.R.C.S., 
Surgeon to the Bridgwater Infirmary. 


Eastover, Bridgwater, Nov. 21st, 1836. 


Cast.—Mary Ann Dawbin, aged twenty- 
one years, unmarried, of a sanguineous 
temperament, rather stout, is a shoe-binder, 
and has been accustomed to sit still in one 
position from seven o’clock in the morning 





until eleven at night, for five days every 
week for the last two years. She cannot 
date the commencement of her illness from 
any particular time; she has been ill 
during upwards of eighteen months, and 
been gradually getting worse for the last 
three months. She has, occasionally, slight 
cold shivers, which are irregalar in their 
occurrence. She complains of pain in her 
left side, a little below the false ribs, and at 
the epigasirium. At times this is severe, 
and is always much aggravated after eating, 
when she has said she felt as if her stomach 
was skinned. She would, soon after, com- 
plain of great distention at the epigastrium, 
and in about half an hour, sometimes 
sooner, sometimes later, would vomit about 
a teacupful of clear insipid fluid, in 
appearance like spring-water, always un- 
accompanied by any of the food she had 
previously eaten; after this she expressed 
herself as feeling for some time much 
easier. These symptoms have occurred 
within the last two months, after dinner, 
and occasionally at other times. The 
severity of the symptoms appeared to depend 
principally on the kind of food she had 
previously eaten ; all indigestible substan- 
ces, such as nuts, apples, cheese, salted 
meat, bacon, sugar, or any thing sweet, 
always aggravated her bad symptoms. Her 
appetite was generally good, she did not 
eat much at one time; she drank, occasion- 
ally, a little cider. She did not complain 
particularly after it. Her spirits were 
variable; frequently they were desponding 
and hypochondriacal, when she said that she 
thought that her heart and stomach would 
cause her death. Her general appearance 
was that of a person in perfect healih, no 
emaciation or unhealthy tinge on the skin— 
countenance naturally florid—menstruates 
regularly—tongue sometimes rather furred, 
and at others quite clean. Bowels regular ; 
at this time costive. Is subject, at irregular 
intervals, to palpitations of the heart, which 
continue but for a short time only. Has 
been attended by several medical men, who 
have given her the hydrocyanice acid, and 
aperient pills, which relieved the pain, 
though but very transiently. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 8th, 1836, she had been 
doing her usual work, in as good spirits 
as usual, She ate some hashed mutton for 
dinner, and in the course of the afternoon a 
part of one french nut, soon after which 
she drank a tea-cupful of warm tea, and 
immediately afterwards screamed out, com- 
plaining of violent pain in her left side, 
extending across the stomach and bowels, 
causing her to writhe about in great agony. 
Whatever she drank, if hot or strong, was 
instantly rejected. The pulse was feeble, 
the extremities were cold, and other symp- 
toms of collapse existed. She was ordered 
opium, the application of warmth, &c. 

Noy. 9, Wednesday. Soon after I saw 
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her last evening, she had very severe cold 
shivers, which continued during upwards of 
an hour. The symptoms are now still the 
same, a state of asphyxia continuing. In 
the left wrist the pulse cannot be felt at all, 
and only with great difficulty in the right. 
Her breathing is hurried. She complains 
every time that she inspires, of great pain in 
her back and between the shoulders. The 
countenance is anxious. She is perfectly 
rational. Says she is certain that she is 
dying. The sickness still continues. She 
has discharged, by vomiting, some yellow, 
bitter liquid, like bile. A little milk-and- 
water, luke-warm, is the only thing she can 
retain on her stomach. The tongue is 
slightly coated, and is faintly vermilion at 
its very extremity. Fomentations, enemas, 
and other remedies were continued. She 
remained without any change, except vomit- 
ing some very offensive matter, with the 
odour of feces, the bowels not acting, 
the abdomen feeling hard. At 5 o'clock on 


the following morning she died. 


Post-mortem examination, thirty hours after 
death.—A considerable quantity of bloody 
fluid had passed from the mouth and nostrils. 
The integuments of the surface were pale, 
except at the face, where the congestion of 
vessels which had existed during life con- 
tinued. The cavities of the pleura and 
pericardium, and the heart, the lungs, and 
the great vessels, their lining membranes, 
and contained fluids, were all in a natural 
state. The heart was rather small, and its 
right side was not so much gorged as is 
usual when asphyxia has for some time 
preceded death. The abdomen was pro- 
tuberant, and tympanitic. On passing in 
the scalpel a considerable quantity of foctid 
gas escaped, and the swelling subsided. 
On dissecting back the integuments, and 
exposing the cavity of the abdominal cavity, 
ample proof of intense peritonitis having 
existed was apparent, principally confined to 
the upper part of the abdomen, viz., the peri- 
toneum lining the diaphragm, covering the 
stomach and duodenum, and also the meso- 
colon and mesentery ; there was an extensive 
effusion of coagulable lymph, and the form- 
ation of false membranes, on the anterior 
surface of the stomach, midway between the 
two curvatures. Two-thirds distant from 
the pylorus, and one third from the cesopha- 
gus,at the extremity, was a perforation of an 
irregularly circular shape, about half an inch 
in diameter; its peritoneal edge thin, and 
unaltered in texture. On the surface of the 
stomach, generally, false membranes had 
formed, which were easily rubbed off. No 
effusion of the contents of the stomach was 
found in the cavity of the abdomen. The 
pancreas was inflamed, though unaltered in 
structare. The other abdominal viscera, 
except 60 far as connected with the perito- 
neum, had nothing unusual in their appear- 





ance. On removing the stomach and duo- 
denum, and exposing their cavities, it was 
seen, that over the cardiac half of the 
stomach the mucous membrane was con- 
tracted into large irregular folds, or wrinkles, 
appearing not unlike the coavolutions of the 
brain. Over the smaller, or pyloric, half, 
the mucous membrane appeared as if small 
portions had been cut and picked out, giving 
a similar appearance to that which would 
be produced by its being done with the 
point of a sharp knife; they did not appear 
to extend deeper than the mucous coat. 
They varied in size from one line to half 
an inch, and were mostly of a longitudinal 
shape, with clean, smooth edges, and extend- 
ing over the whole mucous membrane, from 
the pylorus to about the centre of the sto- 
mach, where they met the folds before men- 
tioned. On drawing any two of these 
wrinkles in opposite directions, between 
them the same excoriated appearances were 
seen, appearing, in some places, as if por- 
tions of mucous membrane had been picked 
out by the beak of a bird. On examining it 
with a good magnifying glass, 1 could net 
detect any mucous follicle, or the orifice of 
any excretory duct. The perforation ex- 
tended through all the coats of the stomach, 
through the mucous membrane, one side of 
which, on the margin of the ulcer, was 
thickened slightly, without any granulated, 
tuberculated, or cartilaginous appearance ; 
the opposite side was in the same abraded 
state as the other parts, through the mus- 
cular coat, the fibres of which were pale, flab- 
by, and attenuated, and through the smallest 
part of the aperture, the peritoneal coat, the 
shape of which was nearly cireular, and its 
edges presented nothing unusual. There 
were two or three detached patches or 
blushes of redness, about an inch in diameter, 
apparently radiating from a centre. These 
were the only inflammatory appearances, 
The fold of mucous membrane forming the 
pylorus, was elevated, causing a more dis- 
tinct separation between the stomach and 
duodenum than is generally found. There 
was a slight contraction of the pylorus, 
without any unnatural hardness. The mu- 
cous membrane of the duodenum presented 
a few enlarged mucous follicles. It bore 
not the slightest resemblance to that of the 
stomach, and had no excoriated surfaces, 


Observations. —The late valuable micro- 
scopic researches, in Germany, on the struc- 
ture of the skin, an excellent summary of 
which, with illustrative plates, will be 
fonnd in the last number of the British and 
Foreign Medical Review, bids fair to open 
a new era in its diseases. A great analogy, 
if not an absolute identity, of structure is 
believed to exist between the skin and the 
mucous membrane, and hence we may con- 
fidently anticipate that many internal dis- 
eases, such as the ——- the pathology 
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of which is a subject of much difference of | 


pinion, will be more clearly elucidated, 

Many, and most opposite opiviens, have 
been advanced, both by English and foreign 
authors, on the source from whence the 
above fluid, constituting the disease termed 
“ pyrosis,” is derived, According to Cual- 
len’s view, it depends on spasm of the mus- 
cular fibres of the stomach, which, being 
communicated to the blood vessels and _ex- 
halants, determines an increased quantity of 
fluid in them, at the same time increasing 
its impetus, whilst constriction taking place 
in their extremities, the watery parts only of 
the blood are allowed to be poured out. An 
yor ype view has been taken by Mason 
200d, viz., that pyrosis may be often induc- 
ed by a peculiar irritability of the proper 
absorbents of the stomach. Some authors 
believe it to arise from the mucous follicles 
of the stomach and duodenum, whilst others 
consider its source to be the spleen. In the 
case above narrated, Cullen’s view, with 
Some modilications, appears to be best sup- 
ported ; that is, such an extensive abraded 
surface as has been described, must have 
exposed the extremities of innumerable 
nerves, and capillaries and other vessels. 
On taking solid food, and, at times, from 
mental and other causes, their extremities 
must have been subjected to excessive irri- 
tation, increased by the natural vermicular 
action of the muscular coat of the stomach, 
to effect the purpose of due digestion and 
expulsion. This irritation would canse 
contraction and constriction of the termina- 
tions of the exposed vessels, allowing only 
the more minute and watery portions of the 
blood to exude,—something analogous to 
the serous discharge which is immediately 
sures out on part of the epidermis being 
orcibly grated off. 

The treatment recommended for pyrosis 
has been, from its obscure pathology, neces- 
sarily very empirical, some practitioners re- 
commending alkalies, others opiates, and 
others astringents. In the case before us 
the first indication would be to allay irrita- 
tion,—the second, to check the ulcerative 
process, and induce a natural and healthy 
surface on the mucous membrane. The first 
would appear to be accomplishable by en- 
forcing a very spare and fluid bland diet, 
such as milk-and-water, thin gruel, arrow- 
root, &c., which would produce little, if 
any, vermicular action of the muscular fibres 
of the stomach, The second indication 
would be best attained by leeching and 
fomentations, applying counter-irritants, 
such as ung. ant. tart., &c., to the epigas- 
trium, thus establishing a diverticulum to 
diseased action, and removing that subacute 
gastritis which was, most probably, the ori- 
ginal source of the disease. Medicines by 
the mouth it would, perhaps, be better alto- 
gether to omit, exhibiting instead enemas of 
warm water, medicated, if required, by 





circumstances, Astringeats, whieh Age 
authors have recommended, would, it is €yi- 
dent, in the above case, only have increased 
the disease, and opiates, would have. ob- 
scured the symptoms, and the disease would 
have progressed so long as ils caise con- 
tinued. The perforation was, uo doubt, the 
result of the gradual uncontrolled progress 
of the ulcerative process, which, fi au ap- 
propriate treatment, may have ed just 
the same as if it had occurred in any other 
organ. 





CASE OF 
FRACTURE OF THE FEMUR, 
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED ON THE 
SPLINTLESS METHOD. 
By Joux Jounston Ketso, M.D., Lisburn. 


Sarah Phillips, wtatis 4, whilst amusing 
herself with some companions, oa the 10th 
of October, received a fall from a cart. 
Some time afterwards I saw her, and fouad 
that she had got an oblique fracture of the 
femur, about the junction of the lower two- 
thirds of this bone with the upper third. 
There existed considerable tumefaction, with 
some pain about the seat of injury, the 
effect of violence inflicted by one of the re- 
latives of the child, who, mistaking the teal 
nature of the accident, had employed rather 
forcible traction of the limb. Having» te- 
duced the fracture, the extremity was laid 
on a pillow, staffed with finely-carded tew, 
on which the eighteen-tailed bandage had 
been previously placed. The tails of the 
bandage having been lapped around. the 
thigh, of a moderate tightness, there was 
then applied two thin slips of wood, of about 
ten inches long and two broad, asa set-off 
against splints, which are considered by the 
people as indispensable. These having been 
bedded with tow, so as to defend from their 
contact the immediate seat of injury, they 
were bound down at either end by tapes, 
Finally, the edges of the pillow were drawn 
a little up towards the sides of the extre- 
mity, by bands of calico, and so adjusted 
underneath by padding as to bring the limb 
to that easy bent position in which the 
muscles are most relaxed. 

Second day.—The limb is much swelled, 
hot, and very painful, more especially about 
the seat of fracture, accompanied with ge- 
neral restlessness, and impatience of cen 
finement, on the part of the child. tis thus 
extremely difficult to preserve any thing 
like quietude in the injured part... The 
superacetate of lead lotion is to be assiduously 
applied to the limb. : 

Fifth day.—Circumstances, over which} 
had no controul, prevented me from. visiting 
my little patient till to-day, when J with 
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discovered that things had not gone 
on so favourably as my anticipations had 
led me to expect. Itis true, the tumefac- 
tion, heat, and pain have, in great measure, 
subsided, but the fracture is displaced, the 
extremities of the bone are riding upon each 
other, and the limb quite crooked. This 
state of things arose from the foot having 
slided off the edge of the pillow during the 
tossings of the child, without being replaced. 
The fracture was again reduced, and the 
limb put up as before, charge being given, 
at the same time, to the immediate attend- 
ants on the child, to preserve the limb as 
nearly as possible in the same position in 
which it was now left. 

Sixteenth day.-—Since the date of the last 
report the fracture has rapidly progressed 
towards complete re-union, in the absence 
of all local pain or uneasiness. The callus 
is now so firm as to allow the little patient 
to elevate its limb from the pillow on which 
it re , and even to throw it about play- 
fally. But in order to guard against unne- 


eessary or rash movements, until the callus 
becomes more firm, I thought it prudent to 
apply to the extremity a rather long piece of 
slender wood, with a circular roller, as a 
precautionary measure against any untoward 
aceident which, in some of the child's play- 
fal moods, might otherwise possibly befall 
it. 


Remarks.—This case affords another con- 
vincing example in favour of the method 
advocated by Mr. Radley in the treatment 
of fractares. And when we reflect how fre- 
quently theseaccidents occur, and the greater 
or less sufferings which they usually excite, 
no one can view with indifference the pro- 
posal of a method of treatment recommended 
so powerfully by its simplicity, and its free- 
dom from producing local pain or uneasi- 
ness, contrasting strongly, as it does, with 
the common practice of the day, as sanction- 
ed by the greatest names which adorn the 
profession, both in this and other countries. 

The case, also, I am inclined to believe, 
possesses some additional interest, from the 
circumstance of its occurring in so young a 
subject, who, with more than the ordinary 
restlessness of habit of its years, and devoid 
of judgment in regard to the right rules of 
management, which should have been im- 
plicitly adhered to, was, it will be conceded, 
peculiarly ill adapted for being the subject 
of experiment. Add to this the general 
and reprehensible negligence evinced on 
the part of the nearest relatives of the child, 
and our wonder at the successful termina- 
tion of the case will be not a little increased. 
In proof of the justness of what I have been 
now stating, I may merely allude to the fact 
of the palpable displacement of the fracture, 
and the evident crookedness of the member, 
om the fifth day of the accident,—a state of 
matters which was, in some degree, antici- 





pated, from the feverish excitement and rest. 
lessness of the child, but which might, I 
think, have been easily counteracted by 
proper attention to that right management 
which the circumstances of the case so im- 
periously demanded, Nor was any the 
least intimation given to me on the subject of 
the occurrence. It would be wholiy unne- 
eessary to remark,—were it not to anticipate 
an objection which may possibly be urged 
against the adoption of a practice that de- 
mands the closest observation, opposed, as 
it may be considered to be, to any such in- 
convenience attending the one in common 
use,—that in country practice, however 
urgent the case may happen to be, profes- 
sional visits must be always irregular. This 
objection, however plausible it may at first 
view appear, only holds good, if, indeed, it 
ean hold at all, in those cases where the 
subjects of the accident in question are of 
so tender an age, as not to possess under- 
standing ; for individuals of maturer years, 
enlightened by reason and experience, will 
hardly fail to afford to their case the neces- 
sary attention, under a system of treatment 
which dispenses with a farrago of surgical 
apparatus, relieves them from a greater or 
less amount of painful sufferings, and, as a 
limited experience would seem to prove, ex- 
pedites considerably the cure. 

It will be observed that on the sixteenth 
day from the receipt of the injury, and on 
the eleventh from the second reduction of 
the fracture, the callus was so firm as to 
allow the little patient to move about the 
limb pretty freely. And after the tumefac- 
tion and pain which had been induced at 
first by the gross violence to which the 
injured thigh was subjected, had once 
fairly subsided, there occurred nothing 
afierwards to impede the rapid progress of 
the cure. 

In effecting union of fractures, there are 
three essential elements, viz., rest, correct 
position, and a particular quantity of consti- 
tutional energy, so as to be capable of deter- 
mining a relative amount of local reparative 
action. 

Every one is aware of the good effects of 
rest, more especially in the earlier stages, 
in favouring ossific union; and whether this 
be broken in upon by general restlessness 
on the part of the patient, or, what is infi- 
nitely more common, by local irritation, 
from one or more causes, exciting to more or 
less muscular action in the injured limb, 
the effects are equally injurious. The re- 
cognition of this important principle is coms 
paratively modern, and undoubtedly consti- 
tuted a new erain surgicalscience. But we 
are mainly indebted to Mr. Pott for his elo- 
quent advocacy of the great utility of com- 
plete quietude in the treatment of the acci- 
dents in question. And since the amount of 
repose was discovered to bear a certain and 
fixed ratio to muscular relaxation, the 
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tion naturally arose in the mind of Mr. 

‘ott, whether it ‘was not possible to effect 
complete relaxation of all the muscles of an 
extremity, by placing it in the easy bent 
posture? Advocating, however, as the great 
English surgeon did, the affirmative of this 
question, the generality of the profession 
are justly opposed to such a doctrine ; but 
all concur in believing that the greatest 
possible relaxation of all the muscles results 
from that position in which the extremity is 
moderately semiflexed, the thigh upon the 
pelvis, and the leg upon the thigh. Hold- 
ing, then, in view this important principle, 
it is matter at once of surprise and regret, 
that it should not have been earlier turned 
to account in the treatment of fractures ; 
for the method promulgated by Dessault, 
preferred, as it almost universally is, in 
France, and pretty generally adopted ir 
these countries, is, confessedly, based upon 
the principle of coercing or restraining mus- 
cular action, the avowedly great opponent 
of ossific union, by a mechanical apparatus. 
A little reflection, however, must have shown 
that this practice, which I, too, have occa- 
sionally adopted, is better calculated to dis- 
play the triumph of surgical genius than the 
promotion of the curative efforts of nature by 
scientific means, and with reference to ease. 
It is both difficult and painful, to a greater 
or less extent, to subdue muscular power, 
not to mention the insuperable inconvenience 
of the most approved mechanism by which 
that end may be attained. Besides, reason- 
ing, 4 priori, would lead us to expect what 
experience goes to confirm, that those mus- 
cles which are thus subjected to a species of 
coercion or torture, are much longer in 
regaining their wonted activity than if they 
had been reposing all the while, under the 
placid system of relaxation. 

True it is, we have the fracture apparatus 
of Sir C. Bell, and the real improvement 
upon that by Mr. Earle, by which the limb 
may be retained in the easy bent position, 
during the process of curation. ‘i his was 
certainly an important improvement, not as 
regards simplifying the surgical apparatus, 
but by relieving the patient from the inde- 
scribable uneasiness of the straight posture 
of the limb, for an indefinite length of time, 
and the greater or less sufferings from con- 
tinued extension. In this method short 
splirts are only admissible. An able re- 
viewer, in the October number of Dr. John- 
son’s Review, has defined “ short splints ap- 
plied only tothe thigh, as not being treatment 
with splints,” and there can surely accrue no- 
thing of disadvantage, to say the least of it, 
in abandoning them altogether; and as there 
can be ne magic in the wood on which the 
limb reposes, any more than in the pillow, 
the innovation of*the pillowy method must 
surely be invaluable, as being so much more 
c nial to the sensations of the patient. 

ext in importance to rest, is the appo- 





sition of the extremities of the fractured 
bone ; and it is a well-ascertained fact, that 
the more correct the apposition is, the union 
is effected not only more speedily but more 
solidly. The fracture having been properly 
reduced, the reaptation can only be dis- 
turbed through the agency of the muscles ; 
and if these organs can be invited to repose, 
as it is admitted they may be, by an appro- 
priate system of management, such a pro- 
cedure will surely be preferable to one ope- 
rated through the agency of physical force. 

With regard to constitutional energy, I 
have to remark, that we are sufficiently con- 
versant with the principal phenomena cha- 
racteristic of the state of system to which 
the above conventional term is applicable, 
although we are completely ignorant of the 
real amount of vigour absolutely necessary 
to the perfecting of ossific union. Frac- 
tures, it is well known, unite with different 
degrees of celerity, under circumstances, so 
far as external appearances are concerned, 
very nearly the same, and there are peculiar 
states of the system, besides those generally 
admittted, which effectually oppose the re- 
parative act altogether. Were it even pos- 
sible to ascertain the eause, or series of 
causes, which lead to such results, the 
newly-acquired knowledge might, perhaps, 
prove of but trifling advantage ; but manage- 
ment, both general and local, has, I am 
satisfied, more to do in these cases than is 
generally believed. And in cases of non- 
union, I am equally convinced that there is 
generally too much attributed to defective 
constitutional vigour, &c., and too little at- 
tention paid to those minor, more trivial, 
indications, which legitimately fall within 
the province of surgical art. In proof of the 
correctness of what has here been asserted, 
I could adduce, were it necessary, some 
cases in point, from personal observation; 
and, in conclusion, I would observe, that 
whatever method of treatment the prac- 
titioner, in his judgment, may choose to 
adopt, the more insignificant (unsurgical, if 
you please), points of management should 
not be overlooked, in his eagerness to ap- 
proach to absolute perfection in the more 
prominent and strictly surgical. 

Lisburn, Nov. 13, 1836, 





CASES OCCURRING IN SURGICAL 
PRACTICE, 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sir :—Conversing, lately, with a few 
medical friends on subjects connected with 
our profession, I happened to mention some 
cases which had occurred to me during my 
residence at Bantry, of which the following 
appeared to them to be sufficiently interest- 
ing to merit a place in your journal. I, 
therefore, take the liberty of requesting you 
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to insert them. I may hereafter trouble you 
with one or two other cases which possess 
some interest, I remain, Sir, your obedient 
servant, . 
Joun R. Younc, M.D., Surgeon. 
London, 14th November. 


Cast.—Extirpation of a Tumour from the 
Face.—Unavoidable Section of the Parotid 
Duct.—Treatment.—Cure. 

Johanna Bryan, a poor widow, et. about 
40, and following various occupations, in 
which I believe mendicancy predominated, 
applied to me some time since respecting a 
large tumour, of twelve years’ growth, which 
occupied the left side of her face, extending 
in a vertical direction from a little below 
the base of the jaw to about the zygomatic 
arch, and reaching transversely from a little 
in front of the ear to a position aearly cor- 
responding with the canine tooth of the same 
side. The tumour appeared unattached, 
but its situation involved a danger of injury 
to the parotid duct; however, as the 
woman’s face was greatly disfigured, and 
the tumour seemed latterly, by the woman’s 
account, to be acquiring a more rapid 
growth, I decided on its removal. 

Operation.—As I considered it desirable, 

if possible, to avoid crucial incisions on the 
face, I determined on a free longitudinal 
incision, and accordingly made one nearly 
six inches in length, corresponding with the 
longer axis of the tumour, and reaching 
obliquely downwards and forwards from 
above the malar extremity of the zygomatic 
arch to below the base of the jaw, taking 
care to avoid the truuk of the facial artery 
crossing in front of the masseter muscle. 
This incision was not in the first instance 
carried completely down to the tumour, and 
in this stage the parotid duct was found 
crossing the tumour like a strap. To at- 
tempt disengaging the tumour in any way 
without cutting the duct seemed likely to 
render the operation tedious and troublesome, 
and produggive of unwarrantable injury to 
the parts around. I, therefore, next carried 
the knife along the line of incision com- 
pletely and fairly down to the substance of 
the tumour, thus unavoidably dividing the 
duct of the parotid. The next step was to 
dissect back the flaps on each side, carrying 
the knife with its edge directed towards the 
tumour, and as close to its surface as pos- 
sible. The flaps were then held back by 
assistants, the tumour was grasped and 
lifted up, and a few strokes of the knife, 
carried underneath at each side, easily com- 
pleted its removal. The patient fainted at 
the commencement of the operation, so that 
the hemorrhage was very trifling. The 
tumour was of a substance resembling fat, 
but much more consistent, with bands run- 
ning through it in various directions. 

Treatment.—In the first instance I resolv- 


D CUT THROAT. 367 


uniting, by bringing the edges of the wound 
carefully together and retaining them “ in 
situ” by the proper means, In 24 hours 
union had taken place along the whole line 
of incision, but the cheek was greatly dis- 
tended ; and painful,and the woman hot and 
restless. Iimmediately tore open the lower 
half of the line of incision, and gave vent to 
a large quantity of saliva tinged with blood, 
Being thus disappointed in my expectations 
of a speedy union, and anxious, if possible, 
to avert the establishment of a salivary 
fistula, with its disagreeable accompani- 
ments, and a subsequent operation, I turned 
to the books within my reach, but met with 
no mode of treatment which seemed to give 
a hope of sucess. 

Reasoning, then, upon broad scientific 
principles, I considered that the best way 
of treating the case would be by keeping 
open that portion of the duct connected with 
its natural opening into the mouth, and wait- 
ing until the healing of the external parts 
should, as it were, compel the saliva gra- 
dually to seek its old channel, which was 
in the mean time to be kept open to receive 
it. To effect this object I used the fine- 
pointed extremity of a small quill, having, 
of course, first stripped it of its feather and 
made it smooth. After a little difficulty I 
succeeded in getting it into the small natural 
opening of the duct in the mouth, and hay- 
ing pushed it on until the extremity of it 
appeared in the external wound, I suffered 
it to remain in that situation for a few 
seconds, and then withdrew it. This treat- 
ment was persevered in for a few days, and 
I was at length gratified one day, on with- 
drawing this very inartiticial bougie, to see 
a little saliva fiow through the orifice of the 
duct into the mouth. From this time the 
case rapidly advanced; the exterual dis- 
charge of saliva, which had been very 
copious, gradually diminished, and in twelve 
days from the operation the wound was 
healed, and the woman’s cheek now retains 
little sign of the incision. 

The above case has in it nothing peculiar, 
save the rapidity of the cure, which was 
dependent, i presume to suppose, on the 
mode of treatment, which, so faras I am 
aware, is new. At all events, be it new, 
or be it proved by some gentleman, with the 
contents of a library in his head, to be as old 
as the Patriarch of Cos, it is sufliciently 
simple, has been eminently successful, and 
is an additional proof of the docility of 
injured ducts, when treate’ on scientifie 
principles. 

Determined Attempts at Suicide. 

Case 1.—In Feb, last, James Sheeham, a 
poor labourer confined in the Bridewell of 
Bantry, on a charge of sheep-stealing, en- 
deavoured to destroy himself, having pre- 





ed to give the divided duct a chance of 


viously eaten a very hearty breakfast. He 
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first cut his throat, but not succeeding to his 
wishes he infli 


icted a dreadful cut on his left | lying 


arm, a little above the bend of the elbow, 
ex across the entire front of the arm, 
and ‘div the tendon of the biceps, the 
vessels and nerves which came in the way, 
and the brachi ticus,very nearly down 
to the bone. Not satisfied with these ex- 
periments he was proceeding to a third ope- 
ration, which was to have been on his abdo- 
men, but the faintness caused by a very 
rapid effusion of blued interrupted him in 
his pu , and he fell senseless on the 
floor. In a short time he was accidentally 
discovered, lying, apparently lifeless, in a 
pool of blood, the quantity of which was 
truly amazing. On my arrival he was still 
in the above condition. The incision of the 
throat was over three inches in length, across 
the centre of the thyroid cartilage, which, 
however, it had not penetrated, neither had 
it divided a vessel of any importance. Seek- 
ins some other source of such an alarming 
hemorrhage, I discovered the abov e-mention- 
ed gash across the arm, which had been 
carried to such an extent that one or two 
friends present proposed amputation, which, 
indeed, would have been easily accom- 
plished, the patient having more than half 
performed the operation himself. 1 re- 
solved, however, to give him a chance for 
his limb, and prepared to tie the brachial 
artery, but not discovering it on the face of 
the wound I dissected along the course of 
the vessel to a considerable extent, but found 
the median nerve, anattended by the artery 
which should have accompanied it. It 
then appeared plain that it was a case of 
high bifurcation and irregular distribution, 
in consequence of which I had to place 
ligatures on five considerable vessels. All 
this time’ the unfortunate man lay perfectly 
insensible, and quite uaconscious of the in- 
cision I made to discover the artery. After 
the use of friction, stimulants, the applica- 
tion of warmth, &c., he revived, but sub- 
sequently had a narrow escape of losing 
the arm by mortification, in consequence of 
the impaired vitality of the system in general, 
and of the limb in particular, from the divi- 
sion of veins and nerves as well as arteries. 
In four weeks he was sufficiently recovered 
to be transmitted to the County Jail at Cork, 
for trial at the assizes on the charge of 
sheep-stealing. 





Cast 2.—Robert Warner, a sadler, living 
in the town of Bantry, attempted suicide by 
cutting his throat on Sunday, the 2nd of 
October last. The incision in this case 


passed across the lower part of the thyroid 
cartilage, and was nearly six inches in 
length, extending on either side beyond the 
situation of the carotids, &c., which escaped 
as if by miracle. The larynx was freely 
divided, the air passing out in expiration 


however, was untouched. The patient 

insensible from loss of bleod, out 
which state he was now and then roused 
the blood running down the windpipe 
causing a sense of suffocation, and 
efforts to get rid of the fluid, and the 
tering about in all directions of the blood, 
forcibly ejected through the wound, were 
horrifying to witness. 

Treatment.—I secured some vessels by 
ligatures, put a couple of sutures in the 
extremes of the external wound, and after 
his resuscitation had him placed in bed in a 
sitting posture. Of course his voice was 
gone, and he could only speak in an im- 
perfect whisper, and free exit was allowed 
for the discharge of any oezing ef fluids, as 
blood, and the bronchial secretion, which 
was rather copious. After a few days I 
endeavoured to keep the head steady by 
means of bandaging, applied so as te depress 
the chin. The mucus ejected through the 
wound, and encrusting its edges, was very 
disgusting. No means were used to ac- 
complish directly the union of the divided 
larynx, such as sutures, » any at- 
tempt of this sort seemed likely to be 
abortive, and should have been abandoned, 
from the risk of suffocation in consequence 
of the copious mucous secretion not finding 
a ready outlet. The external wound gra- 
dually healed, from the extremities, the dis- 
charged mucus lessened in quantity, at least 
as discharged through the wound, the 
patient's voice began to return and 
Strengthen, and in about 23 days from the 
infliction of the injury he was sent to the 
Lunatic Asyfum at Cork, the wound being 
perfectly healed. A depression exists in 
the throat, corresponding with the wound in 
the larynx. 
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PERFORATION OF THE STOMACH, 
PROBABLY BY A WORM. 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


Sin:—In the fourth part of the British 
and Foreign Medical Review, at page 519, I 
find the following remark by the reviewer of 
Dr. Harlan’s Medical and Physical Re- 
searches :—“ It has been a dispated point 
whether the human intestinal worms ever 
perforate the intestines,” and Dr. Joy, in 
his essay on “ Worms,” in the Cyclopedia ¢ 
Practical Medicine, says (vol. 4, p. 

“ At all events they do not appear to possess 
any organs capable of doing injury to the 
tunics of the bowels, so that the sores of 
their perforating them are worthy of little 
credit, and are, » all attributable to 
the existence of ulceration, or Caskieoe: Gad 
to these animals having subsequently made 
tate escape through the apertures so 
cn sed,” 





with considerable force. The oesophagus, 
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notexpect that the publication of the 
following case will remove the doubt of the 
reviewer, or alter the opinion of Dr. Joy, 
but T hepe that-it will direct the attention of 
practitioners in India to the subject, as, if I 
may from my own experience, the 
effects intestinal worms are much more 
severe in the constitution of the natives of 
India, ‘than in that of Europeans. © The 
prineipal are from notes taken at the 
time. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
James MorGan, Surgeon. 
Port Glasgow, Nov. 17th, 1536. 


Ship, Duke of Ro:cburgh, 19th May 1831, 
Lat. 27°.4'8. Long. 28° 27/ W. 
Hingan, a Lasear, (passenger from London 

to Bombay;) came te my cabin last night, 
crawling on his hands and knees, complain- 
ing’ of griping pain about the umbilicus, 
so severe for the last half hour as to prevent 
him standing upright. He had appeared to 
be in good health from the time he came on 
beard, but I found on enquiry, that the 
griping had troubled him for the last four 
days, daring which he had eaten little, and 
passed nothing per anum. His messmates 
(also Lascars) informed me, that two hours 
before he applied to me, he had vomited “a 
snake,” which, from their description, | 
concluded to bea teres lumbricoides, about 
a foot long. At 8 o'clock in the evening, 
when he first complained to me, his body 
was ‘universally cold, and covered with a 
clammy sweat, his face oedematous, the 
teéth covered with sordes, the gums swollen, 
and spongy, and his pulse small, quick, 
hard,and thready. Altogether he resembled 
a ‘man newly seized with beriberi, and I 
was proceeding to bleed him, when his 
messmates told me of his having vomited 
the worm, whereupon, knowing that worms 
produced several similar symptoms, even in 
Europeans, and that there were probably 
one or two more in the stomach, I gave him 
8 grains of sulphate of irou, and 12 grains 
of compound extract of colocynth, in three 
pills, warning him that if the pain continued 
duri 


more than half an hour after taking 
the vilis he was to apprise me of it. Hear- 
ing po 


of or from him within an hour, 

I went to bed, but two or three of the Las- 
cars sat wi him all night. 

At_§&. o'clock this morning, the tindall 
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WORMS WILL PERFORATE THE INTESTINES. 
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ammonia water, but without any effect. An 
hour afterwards the body retained some 
heat. With difficulty his countrymen were 
induced to consent to a post-mortem exami- 
nation, which at 1 o’clock I commenced. 
The body appeared in good condition, and 
the cedema of the face had considerably 
subsided. Upon making the crucial incision, 
a thick laver of fat was found covering the 
abdominal muscles, which were not at all 
emaciated. The omentum was as fat as 
usual, All the veins of the swall intestines 
were gorged with blood, and the intestines 
themselves felt stiff and full. Upon open- 
ing them, this was found to be caused by 
their being completely filled with teres 
lumbricoides, two of which I extracted. 
One, five inches long, was dead, the other, 
nine inches in length, lived for a conside:- 
able time after. They were imbedded in a 
thick mucus, of the colour of pus, but upon 
wiping the pus away, the mucous membrane 
was seen to be apparently healthy. The 
liver, the spleen, and the pancreas, were of 
their natural colour, but the spleen was 
rather small. The stomach was so enor- 
mously distended as to more than fill the 
left hypochondrium, and its vessels. were 
gorged with blood. I separated it from the 
cosophagus and duodenum, but found that 
adhesions were formed to the spleen and 
pancreas ; these were easily ruptured, but a 
small piece of the pancreas came away with 
the stomach. A considerable quantity of 
fluid escaped, while removing it from its 
Situation, but after opening it there still 
remained a pint and a half, or two pints, of 
rice-water, mixed with a large proportion 
of florid fluid blood. Upon raising the 
stomach from off the rest of the intestines, 
this fluid escaped through an opening in it, 
of the size of a goose-quill. After sponging 
the internal surface of the stomach, the 
mucous membrane was found to be appa- 
rently healthy, and the perforation was in 
that part which had adhered to the spleen. 
It was quite circular, with its edges 
smoothly rounded, and soft, and without 
the slightest trace of increased vascular 
action. In the pylorus was found a quantity 
of the yellow mucus, which had evidently 
formed the bed of two worms. I could not 
find any worm in the spleen, or cavity of the 








boatswain’s mate,) told me that 


(otis , 
gan had continued in pain the whole 
nigh but a very few minutes ago, 
coup ee that the pain had suddenly 
increased. I went forward, immediately, 


abdomen, but this might be owing to the 
hurried nature of the examination. T wished 
to preserve the stomach and spleen, but the 
prejadices of the Lascars were so strongly 
opposed to it, that they would hardly allow 
me to keep the two worms, 

The reasons which induce me to think 





»ynd him lying apparently dead, and 
any pulseless, “I attempted to bleed him. 

‘hi © GIng M the arm, he gasped, closed 
is Xess a ever after moved. No blood | 
f Med the lancet, but the cellular sub- | 






that the perforation was effected by a 
worm, are, 

Ist. That the presence of worms in the 
stomach was demonstrated by his vomiting 


stance protraded from the wound, white! one soon after the commencement of his 
and congealed. A dose of spirit of ammonia | illness, and finding the beds of two in the 
was given, and the body rubbed with | stomach after death, 


2c 





CASES BY MR. DOUGLAS AND MR. ROLPH. 


2nd. The healthy state of the body, the 
absence of vomiting (except the worm), and 
of os appearance of inflammatory action in 

the stomach, and the soft thin edges of the 

perforation, ‘tender it extremely improbable 
that it was the result of ulceration or 
gangrene. 

3rd. The situation of the opening, in the 
anterior part of the stomach, precludes the 
idea of its having been caused by the action 
of the gastric juice, the man having lain on 
his back, almost constantly, both before and 
after death. 

4th. I cannot discover that perforation of 
the stomach is ever a consequence of 
diseased spleen, and, with the exception of 
the adhesions, which might have been 
caused by some former slight attack of 
splenitis, that viscus appeared to me to be 
in a healthy state. 

5th. The hard, sharp extremities of the 
teres would induce us to suppose that it 
could with facility perforate even a harder 
substance than an intestine. If one end of 
a living teres is held between the finger and 
thumb of one hand, and the other end is 
applied to the palm of the other hand, it 
will soon be found to be possessed of con- 
siderable penetrating power, and of the 
instinctive knowledge of the best mode of 
using it. 

James Morean, 
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HYDRIODATE OF POTASH IN 
PARALYSIS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Str :—The insertion of the following case 
in Tue Lancer will oblige your obedient 


servant, J. Dovetas. 
North Audley-street, Nov. 21, 1836. 

On the morning of the 26th ult., I was 
summoned to attend a gentleman, whom I 
found labouring under a first attack of para- 
lysis, accompanied by stupor, and hemiple- 
gia of the left side. The attack had been 
preceded by several days of nervous anxiety. 
Judging from the history of the case, the 
weakness of the pulse, his age, and lympha- 
tic temperament, and the general want of 
tone in his system, which I had observed 
during several previous illnesses, through 
which I had attended him, I formed the 
opioion that there was serous effusion on 
the brain. I, consequently, determined to 
avoid depleting measures, and to give a 
trial to the hydriodate of potash. I, there- 
fore, ordered eight grains of calomel, with 
ten of scammony, to be taken immediately, 
and the following mixture :— 

R Hydriodate of potash, half a drachm. 

« Liquor of potash, two drachms. 
Camphor mixture, six ounces. Mix; a 
sixth part to be taken every four hours, 





On the following morning there was lass 
stupor, and the other symptoms were much 
relieved. I increased the dose of the hy- 
driodate to eight grains, and directed six 
grains of calomel to be given every night at 
bedtime. On each succeeding day, I was 
gratified to find continued improvement. 
On the fourth day he was able, with assist- 
ance, to walk from one room te another, 
and, on the eighth day from the attack, he 
was able to resume his usual occupations, 

I was induced to give the hydriodate of 
potash a trial in this case, from the success 
with which I had met in a great variety of 
diseases from its use, and also from its well- 
known action as a tonic on the general, and 
as a stimulant on the absorbent system. 

Lam not aware of any cases yet published 
in which iodine, or its hydri , has been 
given in paralysis; but, having employed it 
very extensively in other affections, I have 
always found it so powerful and useful a 
medicine, that I am in hopes that the inser- 
tion of this case in Tue Lancet will induce 
some of my professional brethren to give it 
a trial in those cases of palsy in which a 
serous effusion on the brain may be sus- 
spected. 





RECTO-VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—I shall feel obliged by the insertion 
of the following case in an early number of 
Tue Lancet, and am, Sir, your obedient, 

James Rotpn, Surgeon. 
Bethnal-green-road, Nov. 22, 1836. 


Mary Shaw, aged 19 years, was admitted, 
on the 20th of October, as an in-patient at 
the London Hospital, under the care of Mr. 
Luke. She stated that she had been an in- 
mate of the Mile-end workhouse since Ja- 
nuary the 20th ult. She had always enjoyed 
good health up to Friday, the 5th of Febru- 
ary, when she was taken in labour, and 
one of the surgeons to the workhouse was 
sent for to attend her. The waters broke on 
the Friday evening, and the pains followed 
each other in rapid succession, with a strong 
sensation of bearing down. She continued 
in this state until the following Tuesday, 
during which time, she says, the pains ap- 
peared to increase. On the Tuesday morn- 
ing, the medical attendant was again sent 
for, and found that the head had passed, 
and, shortly afterwards the body was ex- 
pelled. The urine and faces were passed 
naturally up to the Monday before the child 
was born, after which time she had no con- 
trol over them ; but describes them as pass 
ing away by the front. On the day after 
the labour, an immense slough came away, 
which caused the nurse to remark, that she 
thought her{whole inside had come forth. 
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OBSCURE DISEASE OF THE KIDNEYS. 


On being examined by Mr. Luke, it was 
found that the urine and feces passed into 
the vagina, producing considerable irrita- 
tien and inflammation. The external geni- 
tals, the insides of the thighs, and the legs, 
were covered with a furancular eruption. 

was a communication between the 
reetum and vagina, a large portiun of which 
had evidently sloughed away, as had, alse, 
the neck of the bladder and uterus. She 
was told that nothing could be done for her, 
and was, consequently, sent home, to pass 
the rest of her days in a condition lachryma- 
bile dictu! . 

This appears to have been a case where 
the head was firmly impacted, not arising 
from deformity of the pelvis, because that 
cavity, on examination, was found to be 
ed developed in all its dimensions. 

ut why the head should have been allowed 
to remain so long impacted requires explana- 
tion. It hardly seems credible, that so dis- 
astrous an occurrence could result from the 
ignorance of the attending practitioner, and 
yet the girl states, that no proposition was 
made to her of using any instruments for 
her relief, and that her water was never 
drawn off, nor her rectum evacuated. 





WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, Nor. 12, 1836. 


Ricuarp Qvain, Esq., President. 


OBSCURE CASE,—ATTEMPTS AT VOMITING. 


Mr. Cuance, the secretary, narrated a 
case, which he regarded as interesting, 
though obscure, in which, during several 
months, the only symptom complained of 
was severe retching. The patient, a very 
cerpulent unmarried lady, a little more thau 
60 years of age, sent for him, about five 
months back, in consequence of an attack of 
fever, in which the chief symptoms were 
severe head-ach, and violent, though ineffec- 
tual, attempts at vomiting. In about ten 
days the fever subsided, but not so the 
retching, which, despite all remedies, con- 
tinued unabated in violence or frequency 
for, at least, a fortnight lenger. Among the 
various remedies employed were purzgatives, 
saline medicines (both in a state of effer- 
veseence and not, and with and without 
narcotics), mercury, leeches and blisters to 
the stomach, prussic acid, and creosote. 
The remedies, under which the attempts at 
vomiting at last ceased, were purgatives, 
which he was induced to employ to a much 
greater extent than he had previously ever 
thought right. For this purpose, watching 
their action, he administered them in strong 
doses every six hours, and as their effect 
was only that of procuring frequent co- 
pious, dark, solid, and extremely offensive 

jections, they were repeated six or seven 





times, when the stools becoming watery, 
and the retching ceasing, they were discon- 
tinued. The quantity of fecal matter, 
passed within the last two days, was to him 
a matter of great astonishment. The patient 
now considered herself to be quite well, 
and resumed her ordinary mode of living, 
leaving off all kinds of medicine. However, 
this calm did not last long; for, in abouta 
month, the retching returned with redoubled 
violence, and she was again under the neces- 
sity of consulting him. For the first three 
weeks of this second attack, the only sym 
toms complained of were the violent retch- 
ing, and great flatulency; fever being ab- 
sent, and the head, and, indeed, every other 
part, being entirely free from pain. During 
the last week or ten days, in addition to the 
retching, there was occasional vomiting of 
large quantities of dark bilious matter, in 
one of which attacks, the matter ejected 
more closely resembled the black vomit than 
any thing he had ever seen. She had, also, 
suppression of urine for three days; 
complained of a slight numbness of the little 
and ring fingers of the right hand. The 
retching was described to be so severe and 
long continued, as not only to be distressing 
to be witnessed, but also to cause serious 
alarm on the part of her friends, lest she 
should expire from suffocation. The medi- 
cines employed in this attack were repeti- 
tions of those formerly made use of. Mr. 
Cuance stated, however, that he should 
again have had immediate recourse to strong 
purgatives, had he not been positively for- 
bid by his patient to prescribe them. Find- 
ing the total inefficiency of all other reme- 
dies, he determined on cheating his patient 
into their use, by ordering different medi. 
cines at each visit, all of which, however 
were of a strong purgative nature, the re- 
sult of which, as before, was the discharge 
of an immense quantity of excessively offen- 
sive feces, and a subsidence of the vomiting. 
A calm was thus once more obtained for 
about three weeks, when the retching, and 
occasional bilious vomiting, again returned. 
The flatulency and numbness of the two 
fingers had never been absent. She was 
now seen by Dr. Appison, who considered 
the case to be very obscure, but was in- 
clined to think that it was an affection of 
the brain. After this she had an attack of 
spasmodic asthma ; for which she was bled 
to 3xviij with great relief. The blood was 
very firm, buffed, and cupped. Suppresion 
of urine now once more supervened ; and she 
asserted that she was not aware of any 
urinary discharge for five days; at the end 
of which time the brain began to be affected. 
She was now seen again by Dr. Addison, 
and afterwards by Dr. J. Johnson. At the 
present time she is affected with frequent 
and severe muscular twitchings, the pupil 
is contracted, and she is perfectly insen- 
sible. 

2C2 





$72 OBSCURE RENAL DISEASE. 


Dr. Appison stated, that he considered the 
case to be one of a very obscure nature, as 
there were several sources from which all 
the symptoms might arise,—thus, gall- 
stones, affections of the kidney, from cal- 
culi, or suppression of urine, or disease of 

brain. However, notwithstanding the 
suppression of urine, and the probable state 
of the gall-ducts, he was inclined to view 
the disease as dependant on the brain; an 
opinion which Dr. Johnson also enter- 
tained. In answer to a question from Dr. 
Rioffrey, Mr. Cuance stated, that there was 
no evidence of disease of the womb, 

Mr. H. Jounson had treated a case of 
vomiting as an affection of the brain, and 
thus cured the patient. 

Mr. Greenwoop thought that ulceration of 
the stomach might exist in Mr. Chance’s 
ease, vomiting being one of the symptoms 
of that affection. 

Mr. Dovcnez had opened many dram- 
drinkers, and found extensive ulceration of 
the mucous membrane of the stomach, where 
no vomiting had existed. 

Dr, Appison.—The condition of the dram- 
drinker’s stomach is not generally that of 
ulceration. In some of the cases seen by 
the last speaker, might it not have been 
caused by the gastric juice after death ? 

Dr. Wittiams.—Was not the vomiting 
caused by some obstruction in the alimen- 
tary canal, which was not permanently re- 
moved by the purgations? This case was 
much relieved by purgation. When the 
lower part of the canal is torpid, the upper 
part is always too sensible. 

Dr. Avpisoy,—The cerebral symptoms 
may have been relieved by the purgation. 
The bowels are generally constipated in 
cerebral disease. 

Dr. Wiittaws.—I do not doubt that the 
brain is affected now; but still the constipa- 
tion might have been. the cause of the vomit- 


"ey 
r. Cuance.—The purgatives did not re- 
lieve the last attempts at vomiting. 

long discussion followed on the sym- 
pathy which appeared to exist between 
‘diseases of the pelvis and the chest. Dr. 
‘Appison said, that he had noticed, many 
years since, the frequent occurrence of 
pleuritis in old cases of fistula; and cases 
in which there was an accumulation of pus 
in the pelvis, 

Mr. F, H. Tuompson remarked, that he 
believed that no member could tell him 
why, in diseases of the rectum, which he 
saw. every day, he dared not operate from 
fear of inducing disease of the chest. 





Suturday, November 19, 1836. 


This evening Mr. Cuance stated that the 
ient whose case is related in the forego- 
ng report, died very shortly after the last 
meeting of the Society. Mr. Jounson was 





present at the examination of the bedy, and 
at the request of Mr. Cuance detailed the 
particulars. Inthe head, the calvarium was 
much thickened, the diploe being entirely 
obliterated. The dura mater was firmly 
adherent to, and came away with, the skull- 
cap. The arachnoid and pia mater adhered 
to one another, and were slightly thickened ; 
the glandule pacchion# were. numerous, 
On cutting across the substance of the brain, 
numerous bloody points presented them- 
selves. Each of the lateral ventricles con- 
tained about twodrachms of fluid, and there 
was also a small quantity found at the base 
of the brain. The carotid arteries presented 
a more healthy appearance than is usually 
seen in persons of the patient’s age (about 
63). Chest—On removing the sternum 
the anterior mediastinum was found to con- 
tain fat in large quantity. Fat was also 
spread in a considerable layer over the 
anterior portion of the diaphragm. The 
heart was fatty, and, as is usual in snch 
cases, flabby. There was no disease of the 
valves. The edges of the lung were em- 
physematous, Abdomen. — Covering the 
abdomen there was a layer of fat at least 
three inches in thickness; the contents were 
all healthy, except the gall-bladder, the 
kidneys, and the uterus. The gall-bladder 
was found contracted upon three biliary 
calculi, and a small quantity of mucus. 
The cystic, hepatic, and choledic duets 
were all pervious, The hidneys were 
slightly enlarged, and covered with a very 
thick layer of fat. On cutting inte their 
calyces and infundibulw, they were found 
to be dilated, and within the infundibulum 
of each, three calculi, encrusted with phos- 
phate of lime, were found, On the right 
side one calculus, larger than the rest, 
entirely blocked up the mouth of the ureter, 
and, on the left, two caleuli were found, 
firmly impacted in the ureter itself, about 
two inches from the kidney. The uterus 
was covered with fibrous tumours, its cavity 
being entirely obliterated, and from_ its 
mouth projected a young polypus. The 
polypus arose just above the os tince, from 
the whole circumference of the neck, in 
such a manner that had the cavity of the 
uterus not been obliterated, all passage into 
it, or from it, would have been entirely 
obstructed. 

Dr. Avptson,—These obscure cases. we 
occasionally meet with. When I first saw 
the patient I suspected that the braim was 
affected, and on my second visit I was.cen- 
firmed in the opinion by the symptoms being 
more striking, although I could not help 
saying to Mr. Chance that there was seme- 
thing in the pupil which was indicative of 
renal disease. It is now evident, that the 
whole of the mischief resulted frem the 
kidneys, the brain having become secon- 
darily affected. Itis remarkable thatduring 


the entire progress of the case no other in- 
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HOMGOPATHY. 


dication of renal disease existed than the 
reported suppression of urine. 


HAHNEMANNISM. 

Dr, Uwrns then presented a paper on “ The 
Modus agendi of Medicines,” announced at 
the last meeting to be read this evening. 
Having apologised for a colloquial style of 
writing which prevailed in his paper, he 
imagined the metaphor of a physician who 
was about to purchase a horse, and who, 
fearing that the animal's knees were injur- 
ed, asked a friend’s opinion of the beast, 
and was told to look a little higher than the 
knees, when the unsuspecting doctor disco- 
vered that it was blind. Thus, said Dr. U., 
do some of our pathologists, like the horse- 
dealing doctor, go to work in their profes- 
sion, piece-meal, finding lesions of parts 
which they regard as the sole guide to prac- 
tice. He, therefore, at his last reading, hailed 
the researches of such men as Mayo, Bell, 
Shaw, and Philip, as likely to lead to gene- 
ral principles in physiology, advancing from 
large physiological views to great practical 
purposes. He now had to announce, that, 
in his opinion, Hahnemann’s law of similia 
similibus was fraught with rich promise of 
improved therapwia, The law was simply 
this, that the factors of disorder were, in dif- 
ferent quantities, and under particular cir- 
cumstances, the restorers of order. In other 


words, that exceedirgly small doses of me- 
dicine could arrest those symptoms which 


wer, produced on a healthy frame by the 
same medicines in large quantities, and thus 
a sort of specific nature belonged to all 
powers which in any way influenced the or- 
gasmm, just as snow is the proper application 
to frost-bitten fingers, hot remedies being 
the best correctors of burnt parts,—which 
facts, with many like them, had long been 
known and applied to practice, but, until 
the time of Hahnemann, had never been 
generalized into a therapeutic law. Dr. 
Uwrns then illustrated the principle in a 
ease of epistaxis, which he had treated with 
an infinitessimal dose of phosphoric acid, in 
consequence of having observed, in a homee- 
opathic catalogue of symptoms, epistaxis set 
down as the consequence of taking that acid 
when in health. He afterwards, he said, 
tacked round to the allopathic course, and 
treated the case with astringents. The de- 
fects of practice originating in deficient 
attention to the orgasm and dynamics of the 
living body, were numerous. The “ illus- 
trations’ which occasionally followed the 
remarks on these “ defects,” excited consi- 
derable laughter in the assembly. Dr. Uwins 
then adverted to the “ gross misconception,” 
or “ wilful mistake”—he hoped the former— 
which characterised a thing called an “ edi- 
torial article” in a bungling medical journal, 
written by some oné who “ conceived homee- 
opathy and small! doses to be one and the 
same thing.” “They are,” said the doctor, 
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“ jmportant, nay, glorious incidents, growing 
out of homoeopathic research, but they are 
no more homoepathy itself than might is al- 
ways right.” Dr. Uwiys next, in an ani- 
mated tone, enumerated several “ proofs” and 
* manifestations” of both small and infinites- 
simal doses. He said, that before it was 
believed that these had been fairly tried by 
ANDRAL at Paris, Simon’s letter to “le Mi- 
nistre de I’Instruction Publique” should be 
read; and he concluded this part of his 
paper by expressing his sentiments ou the 
eventual triumph of Hahnemann over all his 
opponents. Dr. U. then stated that his own 
practice, especially in the public establish- 
ment to which he was physician, was all- 
opathic rather than homecopathic, except 
in the instance of small doses, because he 
otherwise should be breaking faith with the 
parties to whom he owed his appointment ; 
and in all cases, at present, he practised in 
the same manner, when he could not see his 
homocopathic way clear through the compli- 
cation of disorder. “ If, by possibility,” 
continued the doctor, “ there be any one pre- 
sent who opposes the doctrine, believing it 
to be true, let him be told that the eastern 
brahmin, when he crushed the microscope 
because it displayed ‘inconvenient’ truths, 
only partially and for a short time effected 
his purpose. Truth would eventually 
triumph.” 

Dr. Bureaup Riorrrey, Mr. Costretro, 
cum quibusdam aliis, opposed the system. 

Dr. Ure had seen the practice of Hahne- 
mannism in Germany, at the very fountain- 
head of the “art,” and it was not successful 
even there. The doctrine of “ similia simi- 
libus curentur” was almost as old as the 
hills. Theophrastus was its advocate, hut 
it fell into oblivion, and was only revived 
by Hahnemann, whose disciples blazoned 
abroad, their “cures,” but kept secret the 
deaths which occurred in their practice. 
Prince Frederick of Swartzenburch died 
under the care of Hahnemann, though the 
“new light” gentlemen said that his highness 
was guided to his last home by the allopa- 
thists. An old lady also died under this 
treatment, in whom the globule of medicine 
was found in a carious tooth, which circam- 
stance was considered to afford a reason for 
her death, the salvatory medicine not having 
reached the stomach. He thought that one 
point in the practice of Hahnemann had been 
overlooked—their rigid enforcement of diet. 
To many articles they strongly objected. 
Coffee was one which, in particular, they 
anathemised, asserting that Napoleon and 
Byron both fell victims to the use of that 
beverage. 

Dr. A. T. Tuomson said that the system 
was one of delusion. To show, however, 
that imagination could accomplish much, 
whether influenced by Hahaemannists or 
allopathists, he cited the case of a Woman in 
the North London Hospital, who was suffer- 





era 


ing from hysteria, dependant on mental 
causes. He had endeavoured to combat the 
disease by acting upon her mind, and giving 
her bread pills for some time; but now, she 
says that they put her in pain, and make her 
sick. A case was related by the late Dr. 
Greeory, in which a patient who had taken 
twenty-five drops of laudanum, thinking it 
was a purgative, was disturbed all night by 
the evacuations from his bowels. 

Dr. Appison would not consent to argue 
on a subject which was so utterly beneath 
notice, but wished the world to know in 
what estimation that Society held the prac- 
tice of Hahnemann,—that its followers were 
either fit for lunatic asylums, or practised 
with the most sordid motives. He (Dr, A.) 
was a very loyal man, and had always been 
80; but he could not help saying that he 
considered that the profession of this country 
had been grossly insulted in the highest 
quarters, by the preference there shown to 
the employers of this foreign mystery. Did 
the court ever send for lawyers who dealt 
out the law in algebraic fractions, or bishops 
who preached by the square-root?) He did 
not mean to say that the blame was to be 
ascribed to the royal persons themselves 
who set this example in medicine, but those 
who were about them deserved the severest 
censure for aiding and abetting Hahneman- 
nism in the palace. 

The demonstrations in the Society were 
altogether against the doctrine, which seemed 
to gain nothing by the errantry of Dr, Uwins. 





Saturday, Nov. 26. 
Mr. Ricuarp Quatn, President. 
PATHOLOGY OF URINE. 


Mr, G. Brap this evening read the first 

t of a paper on the evidence afforded by 
urine in the diagnosis of disease, con- 
fining his remarks at present to the state of 
the urine when free from deposits, and pro- 
posing to conclude the subject at some 
uture time, by an inquiry into the secretion 
when accompanied with deposits. After 
declaring the importance of diagnosis based 
on researches into animal chemistry, and its 
advancement during late years, he proceed- 
ed to describe healthy urine. The first test 
of the quality of urine in which there is no 
deposit, or when decanted off from any de- 
posit which may have formed, consists in 
placing in it a small slip of blue litmus paper. 
As almost all urine, morbid as well as 
healthy, is acid, the paper is likely to be 
reddened. How, then, avails this test? It 
demonstrates that the urine is not alkaline, 
—a most important piece of intelligeace. 
Urine is neutral when a piece of litmus 
paper, previously reddened with some weak 
acid, remains red after being placed in it. 
It. is alkaline when it changes red litmus 
paper to blue. If this alkaline state be con- 


DIAGNOSIS BY THE URINE. 


is to be carefully watched, Should nothing 
anormal he detected in the urine by its 
action on the litmus paper, albumen is next 
to be looked for. When this substance is 
constantly present, and thre is no deposit 
to account for it, the patient’s case is hope- 
less. After describing various processes in 
which the presence of albumen is sought to 
be detected, Mr. Birp stated that he con- 
sidered the only infallible test to consist in 
the addition of a few drops of nitric acid to 
the freshly-voided urine. This coagulates 
the albumen, if any be present, and does not 
affect the phosphates, or that peculiar ani- 
mal matter which is sometimes contained in 
urine, stated to have been first discovered 
by Mr. R. H. Brett, and which is of fre- 
quent occurrence in dyspepsia. Both the 
phosphate and this peculiar matter may 
coagulate, or, at least, may cause a precipi- 
tation, where heat is tie test applied to 
detect the presence of albumen. Hence 
Mr. Brrp said he considered that in many 
cases a fallacy had arisen from albumen be- 
ing supposed to exist in the urine, when the 
coagulation, or precipitation, was caused by 
either of the above bodies being present. 
He considered that many persons supposed 
renal disease to be present, in consequence 
of their experiments on the urine not being 
accurate. Should the urine become opaque 
when the acid was added, in every case, or 
at least in nine hundred and ninety-nine 
outof one thousand, structural disease of 
the kidneys existed. He then proceeded 
to acknowledge that genuine albumen 
might be present in the urine without the 
necessary existence of organic affection of 
the kidneys, but thenit was accompanied by 
a deposit of pus, or red particles, both the 
blood and the pus, or purulent mucus, con- 
taining albumen as a constituent ingredient, 
But the presence of a purulent or sangui- 
neous deposit was usually accompanied by 
symptoms suflicient to indicate their source 
from the mucous membrane of the bladder, 
from the kidney, or the prostate, or from all 
three, from the irritation of a calculus, or 
otherwise. Hence the necessity of remem- 
bering these facts in forming a diagnosis 
from the state of the urine. The presence 
of the peculiar animal matter above alluded 
to, Mr. Biro said, he did not consider to be 
a circumstance which should be regarded 
with apprehension, its chief importance con- 
sisting in its liability to be confounded with 
albumen. It was frequently indicative of 
dyspepsia. Having failed in detecting albu- 
men, or an excess of the phosphates, sugar 
was the next ingredient to be sought for. 
The high specific gravity of saccharine urine 
was very characteristic. It generally, but 
net always, reddened litmus paper, If it 
was necessary, however, to detect the pre- 
sence of sugar unequivocally, the following 
process might be resorted to. Let about 
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a lamp, or on the hob of a fire-place, to three 
drachms; pour that into a phial, mix it with 
enough of ivory-black to make it nearly 
solid, then add half an ounce of rectified 
spirits, cork the phial, and set it aside for 
24 hours; then filter the supernatant alco- 
holic fluid, put it into a saucer, and evapo- 
rate it te dryness, and a honeycomb-like, 
nearly white mass would be the result if 
sugar were present, very much resembling 
manna in consistence and flavour. The pre- 
sence of albumen was detected in diebetic 
urine, appearing and disappearing in the 
course of the disease. Towards the clase of 
an attack, when hectic appeared, albumen 
was generally present, “* seeming to indicate 
that the kidneys performed their office so 
irregularly that they allowed the serous por- 
tions of the blood to pass into the urine un- 
changed.” Should the urine be free from 
either albumen or sugar, where symptoms 
had induced the practitioner to consider that 
renal mischief was present, although no 
other anormal ingredients were likely to 
exist beyond these two, yet the normal con- 
stituents might exist in preternatural pro- 
portion. Urea occasionally occurs in excess, 
and the author said he had some reason to 
believe that it produced the disease described 
by Cruickshank and Rollo as “ diabetes insi- 
pidus.” In two cases only which he had 
see of the affection, the urine was neither 
sweet nor of high specific gravity, but con- 
tained a very large excess of urea, Urea 
was easily detected by adding nitric acid 
to asolution containing an anormal quantity 
of it, Respecting the presence of albumen 
in the urine of persons who were placed 
under the action of mercury, the author 
said he had failed in its detection, after a 
vast number of experiments. 

Several gentlemen spoke on the subject 
of the paper, but their remarks did not 
affect the correctness of the statements which 
it contained, or add to them any thing 
material, though they formed an interesting 
discussion. 

The early part of the evening was occupied 
by adefence made by Dr. Uwins, against 
some remarks which had beenmentioned to 
him, reflecting on him in his absence during 
the last sitting of the Society; the Doctor 
having at theclose pf his paper, been called 
from the Society unexpectedly, to visit a 
patient whose case was very urgent. We 
have not reported these remarks in the other 
column of our journal as they were after- 
wards cancelled, and were liable to be ex- 
plained away. To-night it was decided 
that no sort of imputation that he had un- 
worthily left the field, rested on the worthy 
Hahnemannopathist. 





LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
November 21. 
The subject of delirium tremens was 
brought forward this evening, by Dr. Civr- 
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TERBUCK, who produced a paper describing 
a case in favour of his views on the subject 
reported in our last. The evening was oc- 
cupied with the discussion of the pathology 
and treatment of the disease. The opinions 
expressed did not materially vary from those 
already given. 





Nor. 28,—Mr. Hurcuinson this evening 
read a paper which contained a continuation 
of the report of the interesting case of 
extra-uterine pregnancy, which was recorded 
in Tre Lancer last year, among the pro- 
ceedings of this Society, with remarks on 
the treatment of such cases at the time of 
child-birth. We shall endeavour next week 
to find room for the whole or the greater 
part of the paper. 





ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 

Norember 8th, 1836.—The following is 
the portion of our report under this date, 
for which we had not room last week :— 

LIGATURE OF THE EXTERNAL ILIAC, 

The next communication read to the So 
ciety was the sequel of a case related at page 
93, in the 10th volume of the Med. and Chur, 
Trans., in which the external iliac artery was 
tied by Grorce Norman, Esq. of Bath. The 
subject of this history died twenty years 
after the operation, having continued free 
from aneurysmal disease up to the period of 
his death. The limb was injected from the 
lower part of the aorta, and the wax ran 
freely even into the minute vessels of the 
foot. It was found, on dissection, that the 
external iliac artery was obliterated from its 
origin to a little above the point where the 
epigastric and circumflexa ilii arteries are 
given off. A mass of fibro-cellular sabstanee 
occupied the situation of the common origin 
of the profunda and external circumflex ar- 
teries, which, though obliterated, could be 
distinctly traced to the femoral, which was 
pervious in its whole extent. The collateral 
circulation had obviously been carried on 
by the ramifications of the internal iliac, as 
follows :— 

1. The ilio-lumbar anastomosing with the 
circumflexa ilii and the external circumflex. 

2. The obturator, with the epigastric and 
internal circumflex. 

3. The gluteal, with the external cireum- 
flex. 

1. The ischiatic, with the perforating 
branches of the profunda. 

5. The internal pudendal, with branches 
of the internal circumflex. 

All these arteries were larger than natural. 

At the close of the meeting the President 
announced that, in future, no papers could 
be published in the volumes of the Trans- 
actions unless they had been previously read 
before a meeting of the Society. 





PROOFS OF THE GUILT OF CULPRITS. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, December 3, 1836. 


Wuen a public writer succeeds in un- 
masking a knave, or detecting an impostor, 
a service is rendered to the whole commu- 
nity ; but if the exposed culprit be the agent 
or the hireling of an associated body of men 
who are considered, from their station or 
calling, to be respectable, then is the proof 
of guilt in the instrument made a key to the 
discovery of similar bad qualities in its 
employer. In the latter case the unmasking 
of one knave is only a prelude to the strip- 
ping of a number of the same fraternity. 
There exist, however, in society, some en- 
lightened, but many, more numerous, hu- 
mane, and kind-hearted persons who reject, 
as incomplete, every evidence of guilt which 
is not farnished by the accused or suspected 
individual. 
make a confession, satisfactory proof of his 


Unless the culprit, or prisoner, 


evil-mindedness is not allowed to be pre- 
sent. There are, even among our Judges, 
men who can rely so Jittle on their powers 
of discernment, and who are at the same time 
swayed so influentiaily by their doubts and 
feelings, that they enjoy not a moment of re- 
pose between the hours of sentencing and 
executing a criminal, and who are constantly 
repeating the question, “ Has the prisoner 
yet made a confession ?” 
acknowledge that confessions which are 


For ourselves, we 


voluntarily made,—confessions which are 
offered in the absence of threats,—present 
to our mind the best evidence of the guilt 
of the confessors, and if testimony thus 
given require the infliction of the severest 
penalties of the law, we should not inter- 
pose in such cases for the purpose of re- 


straining the hand of justice. The satisfac- 


tion which the public generally derive from 
a confession is in the exact ratio of the ex- 


tent and character of the crime which has 
been committed, and of the magnitude of 
the benefit which is conferred upon society 
by the detection and removal of the culprit. 





Offences against the mora! feeling and 
general welfare of society, are variously 
estimated by different persons; but we be- 
lieve that amongst reflecting men, a more 
heinous crime cannot be perpetrated than 
that of prostituting the noblest engine that 
ever was invented by the mind of man to 
the base purposes of faction, falsehood, and 
individual slander. As the press can be 
made the means of bestowing on mankind 
the greatest amount of good, so can it also 
be made the medium of inflicting upon 
society the largest amount of evil. The 
pen, aided by the operations of the press, is 
as truly the instrument of conveying thought 
as is the tengue. The one, however, ex- 
tends its influence to thousands, and possi- 
The other is addressed 
merely to a person, ora sect. The'effects 
of the one pass with electrical facility 
throughout an entire nation. The influence 
of the other scarcely outlasts the echoes of 
the sound which gave it utterance. If 
falsehood and deception be odious abstraet- 
edly, as well as deeply pernicious when 
they are practised on individuals,—if the 
utterers of falsehood, and the abettors of the 
utterers of falsehood, be the objects of 
loathing and disgust with all upright men, 
and, when detected, be invariably scouted 
from honourable society, what ought to be 
the fate of persons who, not being content 
io restrict the application of their falsehoods 
to the narrow circle of private society, 
resort to the press as the best means of ex- 
tending the sphere of their iniquity, and 
basely endeavour to render the people of a 
whole kingdom, or the members of a noble 
profession, the victims of their malignant 
designs’ The liar of the press acts as the 
great moral assassin in society. The poison- 
ous distilments of his pen are directed—as 
suits his purpose—against works of charity, 
against institutions which are devoted to 
science, or against the best immediate inte- 
rests of large classes of individuals. What- 
ever may be the incentive of the slanderer, 
whatever object may be the parent of his 
base conduct, the effects upon society are the 
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AFYORDED BY THEIR OWN CONFESSIONS. 


same, that is, provided his power to inflict 
mischief be in proportion to the evil nature 
of his designs. As vice holds no commu- 
anion with virtue, and hates her most fiercely 
when she is exhibited in her fairest form, 
so do the vicious revilers who employ the 
press to sustain the cause of corruption and 
disseminate falsehood, ever select as the 
objects of mean insinuation and vitupera- 
tion,—those conductors of the press who 
employ that instrument for propagating 
truth, and improving the condition of their 
fellow-creatures,—who, in a word, use it as 
an engine for adding to our stores of know- 
ledge, for diminishing the amount of our 
sufferings, and for increasing the number of 
our pleasures. 

With what effect we have pursued our 
own labours, in connection with the press, 
it is.for others to form a judgment. It is 
also for the impartial observer to decide 
whether, in waging war against the mono- 
polists of our medical colleges and hospitals, 
we have resorted to any unfair modes of 
conducting the contest. Certain it is that 
we have not fought m ambush, or shrunk 
from any legal or moral consequences, by 
writing under feigned, or concealed names ; 
and, our intentions, throughout, render us 
beld enongh to say, that foul, false, and 
assassin-like as are the weapons which have 
been directed against ourselves, their deadly 
aim bus been averted by the simple and 
beautiful shield of rauTH. 
perience familiarises every independent 


Although ex- 


member of the press with the atrocities of 
which its hirelings are constantly guilty,— 
although the facts which make up the 
aggregate amount of guilt are of rapid 
accumulation, and of an indubitable charac- 
ter,—still, there is, frequently, considerable 
difficulty in his efforts to convince casual 
spectators that so much of baseness exists 
in human nature, as is to be found in those 
wholesale poisoners of public morals, or 
destroyers of great public interests, who 
would make use of the press for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing their designs. In 
such cases, CoNFEssfons are wanted. The 





ir? 


work of exposure cannot be well done 
unless the criminals aid in stripping off 
their own masks. But, at last, when they 
do stand self-exposed, and self-condemned, 
we may then form a tolerably accurate 
opinion of the extent of their dishonesty,— 
their shameless and disgusting course of 
proceeding. With these prefatory remarks, 
let us turn to the confession of a brace of 
writers who, to the no small discomfiture, 
we suspect, of their friends and supporters, 
have lately, without doubt unintentionally, 
made a full disclosure of their own knavery, 

The facts connected with the conduct of 
these detected persons are deserving of 
attention, because they can leave no doubt 
on the mind of any medical practitioner in 
this empire, that the interests of the em- 
ployers of the hirelings are considered to 
be directly opposed to those of the immense 


majority of our medical countrymen; and, 


as they dare not oprxty avow their PRIN- 
crpLes and opsecrs, covert attempts are in- 
cessantly made by them and their employ- 
ers to sustain the titles and privileges of a 
FEW AND pUREs, at the cost and 
degradation of all surgeons who are engaged 
in practising the three great branches of the 
profession. 


DOCTORS 


The provisions of the Meprcart. Witnesses” 
Act are of a nature to confer many valuable 
advantages on those surgeons who are 
usually required to attend coroners’ inquests. 
That Act must relieve hundreds of prac- 
titioners from the necessity of dancing an 
useless attendance within the precincts of 
the coroner’s authority. It will render 
the of the officious 
beadle and the parish constable, and, further 
it must bestow upon medical practitioners, 
a remuneration which will, in most in- 
stances, be equal to that which is awarded 
to the coroner himself, and, frequently, a 
sum which exceeds in amount the coroner’s 
fee, for the services which they render to 
the public in promoting the administration 
of justice. We might reasonably have 
thou ght, therefore, that there did not exist 
in the medical body, a knave, whatever 


harmless summons 





378 
might be the depth of his baseness, who 
would also be fool enough to expose him- 
self to hatred and contempt, by endeavour- 
ing to obstruct the beneficial operations of 
the new statute, through stirring up against 
it the hostility of those parochial officers 
who are directed by the Act to pay to 
medical witnesses their fees. That there 
are, however, persons of this description, 
will appear by the following details, which, 
happily, are of a nature to render further 
commentary from us wholly unnecessary. 
The Medical Witnesses’ Bill was read a 
first time in the House of Commons in the 
month of May last. 
of such general application should undergo 
the most thorough examination and revision, 


In order that a measure 


we printed it in Tue Lancet, for the infor- 
mation of medical practitioners, as well as 
medical writers. Immediately afterwards, 
the Bill was printed, verbatim, in the 
columns of the “ Medical Gazette,” unac- 
companied by one word of objection to the 
principles and details of the measure. 
Several of our correspondents suggested 
alterations, all of which were attentively 
considered ; some of them were introduced 
into the Bill, others, (by far the greater 
portion,) rejected as unnecessary ; but it is 
a fact which is worthy of observation on 
this occasion, that not the slightest alter- 
ation in the measure was suggested in any 
one of the medical journals, and the only 
provision of the Bill which excited oppo- 
sition in the House of Commons, was the 
clause which related to the fund whence 
the payments to the 
should be made. One member of the House, 


medical witnesses 


and only one, contended—with a most un- 
amiable and factious disposition—that the 
county-rate should constitute the fund out 
of which payments were to be made, while 
all the other members of the House were in 
favour of appointing the overseers to be 
the paymasters. Under these circumstances 
the promoter of the Bili had but one course 
to take, That course he adopted, and at 
Jength, after experiencing, through the over- 
whelming press of business before the legis- 


CONFESSION OF THEIR OWN KNAVERY 


lature,—some scores of disappointments 
and useless midnight attendances, in en- 
deavouring to advance the measure throngh 
its various stages, the Bill escaped from the 
House of Commons, and in the month of 
August was sent to the Lords, where several 
alterations were made in the measure. Two 
or three of these were of a harmless charac- 
ter, one was slightly injurious, one was very 
objectionable, and one was very beneficial. 
In its new state the Bill was returned to the 
House of Commons, when the promoter of 
the measure had either to accept of it in its 
altered state, or to cause it to be rejected 
altogether. The alteration of a single werd 
would have inevitably lost the Bill for the 
session, as the forms of Parliament,— 
leaving disputes and discussions out of the 
question,—would have carried the time to 
be occupied by the proceedings over the 
day of prorogation,—a fact which is very 
easy of credence, when it is known that 
Parliament was prorogued on Saturday the 
20th of August, and the Bili did not receive 
the Royal Assent until the 17th of August. 
Thus the Bill became a law, and might 
have been enforced, where its existence 
was known, the moment that it obtained 
Con- 
sidering that medical practitioners ought to 
receive the earliest possible information 
regarding a measure which was calculated 


the approbation of the Sovereign. 


to have an extensive influence on their 
interests, we immediately forwarded copies 
of the Act, taken from our own parliamen- 
tary copy, to the medical journals, where- 
upon it was printed, verbatim, in the “ Me- 
dical Gazette ” of the Saturday in the week 
on which the Bill became a law; the fel- 
lowing laudatery remarks dictated by the 
ingenuous minds of the honest editors of 
that journal, forming a “ leading article” 
in the same number :— 


“Tae Mepreat Wityesses’ Brtt.—This 
bill, which has just passed into a law, is 
brief, but most important in regard to the 
medical profession. All legally authorised 


practitioners must now hold themselves in 
readiness, on being summoned by the coro- 
ner to give evidence at inquests, under a 





penalty of £5, should they fail to appear. 
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The fee for mere attendants is one guinea. 
When a post-mortem examination, with or 
without an analysis of the contents of the 
stomach, is required, two guineas ; and the 
coroner is to summon such evidence, at the 
request of the majority of the jury, or other- 
wise be liable to the consequences of a dis- 
meanour. 

“We certainly think the profession is 
under obligation to Mr. Wakley for this 
bill; and no degree of rivalship shall ever, 
we trust, prevent us from rendering credit 
even to our bitterest political opponent, 
when we think he has deserved it.”—Me- 
dical Gazette, Aug. 20th, 


Weil, in the “‘ Medical Gazette” of this 
day fortnight, Nov. 19,—in a number of 
the same journal in which the foregoing 
“leader” appeared,—the following article 
was printed,—coming from the same editors, 
the self-same honest and respectable men. 
We insert the article entire. It is the con- 
FESSION OF CHARACTER to which we adverted 
in our preceding observations :— 


“ MEDICAL WITNESSES’ BILL. 
“ LEGISLATION EXTRAORDINARY, 


“« The representative of Finsbury has, ere | 


this, we fancy, found out that it is one thing 
to push a short bill through its stages so as 
to have it made a law, and another to make 
that law work, It may happen that the ob- 
ject of the law is ridiculous and absurd— 
as when some one got a bill passed to pre- 
vent the cry of ‘sweep ;’ or the object may 


be good—yet, through the ignorance of the | 


party that fathers the bill, its provisions 
may be of such a nature as to be almost im- 
practicable. In either case the measure 
which may seem to have obtained the sanc- 
tion of parliament, generally proves abortive, 
and oftentimes mischicvous. 

“The latter 
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has been the case with} 


“ When the act was passed, however, we 
were unwilling to mar it by any hostility of 
(ours. Nay, our love of fair dealing induced 
}us to offer the tribute of a compliment to 
| the Finsbury member: for, to do him justice, 
'he worked very assiduously to get the 
| thing shoved through—his only hope—the 
| only little progeny which he could manage 
| to have born alive, after ail his legislatorial 
exertions. The intention seemed good, how- 
ever ridiculous the means of carrying it into 
effect. But the ricketty brat proves very 
unmanageable—a nuisance that must be 
abated: and if some method cannot be 
| speedily devised to counteract its tendency 
to mischief, a summary step towards its ab- 
solute suppression must be adopted. 

“Tt is amusing to observe the anxious 
parent endeavouring to make excuses for 
the stubbornness of his bantling. Week 
after week we find him attempting to pacify 
those who have been deceived and disap- 
pointed in their expectations. What a bless- 
ing to have a law-maker, and an expounder 
of the law, in one and the same person 

“ One complains that he had been cheated 
into an attendance, and that when, on giving 
his evidence, he asked for his fee, the Co- 
rover only mocked him: he had not had a 

| special summons. This, of course, is not 
Mr. Wakley’s fault, for the witness should 
have taken care to have been *‘ specially’ 
summoned,—as if the witness dare be ab- 
sent on receiving an ordinary summons! 
Come, come, our honourable friend, no mys- 
tification! The coroner, maugre your bill, 
has just as much power as ever he had, to 
compel any medical man to attend his court: 
the new arrangement only givivg him and 
the jury a discretion, when it so pleaseth, to 
| issue a special invitation. But what if he or 
they won'texercise this discretion? * Why,’ 
says the Finsbury legislators (or ought to 
say if he would only speak out)— if they 
won't, they won’t: and I can’t compel them,’ 
| He insinuates, however, that he has a great 
mind to try and remedy this part of the 












Wakley’s act, which coroners and overseers | bill next session, by rendering it imperative 
either persist in knowing nothing about, or|on the Coroner to summon medical wit- 
amuse themselves in laughing at: while, so} nesses specially in every case. No, no, Mr, 
for as it has been attempted hitherto to} Wakley, be honest, and confess that you 
bring it into operation, it has only been pro- | mean no such thing. Let by-gones be by- 
ductive of annoyance and mischief to the; gones. You were fortunate enough, in get- 
profession. ting your bill through, such as it proves to 
“ We had long suspected that this would | be; and you will never attempt to add a 
be the result: for we neverdream of procur- | rider to it, or you are a greater fool than we 
ing good liquor out of foul vessels, We)|think you. You know that you have no 
saw the inconvenience of the patronage ob-| more chance of carrying such a clause in 
truded on the profession: and though we | the House of Commons, than you have of 
acknowledged fully the desirableness of | being able to set the Thames oa tire. Your 
having some legislative protection for medi-| attempt to control the powers of the Coro- 
cal men, in the matter of attending and | ner would be as abortive, as when you en- 
giving evidence at inquests, we had more | deavoured to become a Coroner yourself ! 
than misgivings that simple as was that; “ But hear the expounder on another 


object, it could not be attained under the | point. The act provides the munificent fee 
more than questionable auspices of our|of two guineas for the attendance and 
honourable contemporary. | 


trouble of a witness, specially summoned, 





and who. performs a post-mostem examina- | showing. If a medical practitioner, on re- 
tion, with or without a chemical analysis of | ceiving the coroner’s summons, refuse to attend, 
the contents of the stomach. This is ex-/| he till be fined fire pounds; if he attend, he 
pressly so, stated in the statute. A witness, will have a chance of an order for two guineas, 
however, inquires of the learned legislator— | with a risk of ruin and degradation ! 


FICTITIOUS LETTER BY DRS. MACLEOD AND CUMMIN. 


whether, having received two orders from 
the Coroner, one for simple attendance, and | 
the other for the performance of a post-mor- 


“ We subjoin a letter from a respectable 
correspondent, who gives us his name-and 
address. The hardship of which he com. 


tem examination, he could demand three | plains is much to be deplored; but we see 
guineas instead of two? O! says Mr. Wak- | not what remedy he can have in the present 
ley, to be sure you ought to receive three, wretched state of our medical legislation. 


and the Coroner would be ‘ justified’ in| -” ‘ 7 
awarding it toyou. ‘ If (says he) a chemi- “© To the Editor of the Medical Gazette. 
cal analysis were instituted, and occupied “ Sir,—May I request your opinion and 
much time, the coroner would be justified in | advice on the subjoined affair :— 
making an order for the payment of three} “ On the 3rd of September, about 2 A. m. 
guineas; although, if the order were re-| I was requested to see aman at-——~, who 
sisted, payments of only two guineas could | had been run over by a stage-coach. ,Whea 
be enforced against the overseers by a court | I arrived he was dead : of course an inquest 
of law!!!’ | was requisite. On the 5th, the person em- 
“Here is a precious legislator and ex-| ployed to summon the jury and witnesses 
pounder of the law for us! The coroner | called on me to request my attendance at 
‘ justified’ in sending the medical witness | the inquest the next day ; a distance of about 
on a fool’s errand, to ask for three guineas,| four miles from my house. No written 


w the act only entitles him to two, and | 
even that cannot be obtained without going | 
to law! What a notion the honourable mem- | 
ber has of justification! but it is well to 
know what we are to understand when he | 
tells us he conceives himself justified in any 
of his various sayings and doings. 

“ Medical men now begin to feel what | 
they have gained by Wakley’s meddling in | 
legislating for them, The act tells them | 
they have a chance of a coroner’s order, | 
which may or may not chance to be honoured 
by the overseers. Both coroner and over- | 
seers have declined recognizing the act 
hitherto ; and we believe there has been, as 
yet, not a single instance of a medical wit- 
ness receiving any remuneration in conse- 
quence of the provisions of the measure. 
Furthermore, the ends of public justice are | 
frustrated ; for never have inquests been | 
conducted in so negligent a manner as since | 
the passing of this bungling bill; the coro-| 
ner and his jury choosing, in many instances, 
rather to dispense altogether with medical 
attendance, than to draw orders which they 
know will be dishonoured. Yet Wakley 
says they would be ‘ justified’ in ordering 
even beyond the legal claim ! 

“ But if such be the fruits of the actual 
operation of the measure, what blessings are 
there not in store for all who come within 
the reach of its influence! ‘* The enact- | 
ments of the Medical Witnesses’ Bill,’ says 
the voice from Essex Street, (where, by the | 
way, is the unfortunate ‘ Voice from the | 
Commons ?’) * have rendered the duties of | 
medical practitioners more arduous and im- | 
perative than ever; nor can they now be 
neglected without exposing them to the risk 
of irretrievable ruin and professional de- 
gradation.’ 

“ Thus, in brief, the matter stands, mt 
cording to our profound legislator’s own | 


summons was given to me. I attended at 
much inconvenience, the next day, at 11 a.M., 
and was examined. The jury having given 
their verdict, I requested an order from the 
coroner, on the churehwardens and overseers 
of the parish, for my fee; which, after con- 
siderable hesitations and numerows objec- 
tions, I obtained. This order | was pre- 
sented to the acting overseer, who refused 
to pay it until he had the sanction: of. the 
auditor for the Union, adding, that, he 
would submit it to the Board of ‘(Guardians 
in afew days. Yesterday, after two ménths, 
on inquiry, he informs me that the Board 
says it is the first case of the kind whichhas 
come before them, that they are not avtare 
of such an act having passed, and must, 
therefore, decline paying it. I requested 
the Coroner's order to be returned to me, 
which was done. This, in the shortest 
manner, is the case, and | wish to know 
whether you think the fact of my not having 
received a written summons from the 
Coroner materially affects the case, as. I 
have received the Coroner's order for the 
fee. If it does not, how can I proceed 
against these functionaries? 

“I trust you will pardon my trespassing 
on you, but I feel with you, Sir, that it is 
highly requisite for every individual iti the 
profession boldly to stand forward in defence 
of our rights; and 1 exceedingly admire 
the zeal and ability with which you have 
uniformly advocated the interests’ of the 
profession. I am,Sir, your obedient servant, 

“ Careurces, 

“ November 10, 1836.” 


On this mean and impotent attempt to 
deprive surgeons in general practice of the 
benefits of this Act, by endeavo uring to ex- 
cite against it the useless and silly hostility 
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of overseers and coroners, we shall not offer | vocabulary can furnish only low and abu- 


a single remark, The CONFESSION is com- 
plete, and requires no commentary. Imagin- | 


io terms, like these, to his extreme muale- 
| volence,—praises or abuses. 
One complaint, it seems, is, that the Act 


ing, however, that it was just possible that is “ impracticable ;” but the case stated in 


some imterested and factious persons might 


| the letter signed “ Currurcus,” and adduced 
| as a proof, does not support the assertion, 


believe that there were at least portions of | “ Cuirurcus’s” case, if itbe real, proves not 


truth in the statements of Doctors Mac.eop 


{that the Act is 
| certain 


impracticable, but that 
parochial officers did not know 


i i | ; . Z 
and Cum™in, and in order (one of them being, | of jis existence; and the acting overseer 


forsooth, a “‘leeturer” on Medical Juris- 
pradence'! ) to avert every disagreeable con- 
sequence te general practitioners which an 
article, (if it' were any where read,) issuing 
froni the house of respectable London book- 
sellers, was calculated to create, we trans- 
mitted the paper to Mr. Tueosarp, the 
emivent barrister, the author of several 
standard works on English law,* and asked 
that gentleman to examine the Act as it was 
altered by the Lords, and forward to us his 
opinion on the clauses which it contains. 
The following is Mr. Taeopatn’s able and 
eourteous reply :— 
Inner Temple-lane, Nov. 25, 1836. 
Dear Sir:—I received your letter this 
morning, with the Medical Gazette of Satur- 
day, and have read the article respecting the 
Medical Witnesses’ Act. You know best; 


bat I should have thought such an article 
unworthy of serious notice,—too obviously 


disingenuous to do harm, and too cvarse to | told thathis case is the first. 


i Sige 
uflueuce, in any degree, the opinion of a 
learn 


| who, it seems, was in equal ignorance both 
| of the Act and of his duty, declined to pay 
|} until he had obtained the sanction of the 
auditor of the Union. But observe the dates. 
| The letter of “Cutgureus” is dated the 10th 
|of November. When, however, did the 
| alleged events happen? So long ago as the 
| 3rd of September, which was less than six- 
| teen days after the Bill received the Royal 
jassent, and, probably, before a copy of it 
| was sent to the clerks of the peace, or could 
| be obtained from the King’s printer! What, 
ithen, is ** Cutrurcus’s” real grievance’ 
Is it that the guardians (who, by-the-by, 
have nothing to do with the matter), or the 
| overseers, Say that he is not entitled to re- 
ceive the fee? No such thing, What they 
| are stated to have said amounts only to this : 
}* You make a claim under an Act of Parlia- 
= ment which concerns yourself, not us, 
i We have not even seen the Act, We 
| do not know of the law on which you 
|“rely, and we cannot pay you, ‘becatise 
“we do not see that you are entitled to 
“remuneration under any Act of Parlia- 
|“ ment.” At the same time the writer is 
Let “ Cuirur- 
| cus,” it he be a real personage, make a fresh 


ed and respectable body, like that of demand, and if the overseer be still ignorant 


‘he medical profession, What danger can | 


there be of any person’s attaching credit to 
accusations which are found side by side 
with such expressions as that of your 
“ having worked assiduously to get the thing 
shoved through,’ —of its being a “ ricketty 
brat,” and, presently afterwards, “a nui- 


sunce,” with other similarly choice expres- | 


sions? Surely it is equally unimportant 
whether a person who is so devoid of cri- 
tical taste and judgment, and whose 


* A Treatise on the Law of Principle and 
and Surety,—a work which is written, with 
excellent judgment, in a style which renders 
its contents perfectly intelligible to non-pro- 
fessional readers, the phraseology being 
popular, and technicalities of style avoided. 
It originally constituted a series of lectures, 
delivered at the Londen University. 

A Treatise on the Poor-laws, as altered 
by recent Acts of Parliament, a volume con- 
sisting of 1000 pages. 

A Letter to Lord Denman, in answer to 





the question, “What is special pleading ?” 
An edition of Sir William Jones’s work 
on the Law of Bailments. 


ofthe Act of Parliament, let “ Currureus”’ 
produce it. Surely he onght not to spare 
a little trouble to make the law known, as 
a preliminary step to bringing if into ope- 
| sation, especially since the advantage is to 
| be reaped exclusively by himself and his 
| brother surgeons. 
“ Currurces ” asks,—How he can proceed 
|against these functionaries; and then he 
; compliments the Editor whom he addresses, 
for “the zeal and ability with which he 
uniformly advocates the interests of the pro- 
fession.” I never saw this medical journal 
before ; but “ability and zeal” such as these, 
displayed in coarse scurrility, and in mis- 
representing a most beneficial and just Act 
of Parliament, ill deserve any compliment, 
| With respect to “ Carrurcus’s” right toa 
| fee, “ Currureus ” has, indeed, the coroner's 
lorder; but, according to “ Currureus’s” 
| statement, the case was such that the coroner 
; had no authority to give the order; and the 
| irregularity of the order would, I appre- 
hend, be a defence for the overseer, if the 
latter were indicted for disobeying it, “ Cut- 
; RuRGUs” says,— “ The persons employed 
“ to summon the jury and witnesses, called 





“on me to request my attendance.” The 
attendance, therefore, was voluntary ; he had 
no summons at all, not even a verbal sum- 
mons, given as a summons by order of the 
coroner. Besides, who is the * persen’”’ who 
makes this bare request? If it were the 
constable, why did not “ CuirurGus” say so? 
It is pretty certain that no one would have 
summoned him but the constable; and, I 
should think, certain also, that if he had 
been summoned by the constable, he would 
have obviated this observation by saying so. 

Another complaint seems to be, that the 
attendance of a medical gentleman before 
the coroner, is compulsory, in whatever man- 
ner he may have been summoned, and set that 
he is entitled to his fee only when he is 
summoned specially. 1 do not admit the law 
to be so: the Act was passed expressly to 
provide for the attendance and remuneration 
of medical witnesses,—“ Whereas it is expe- 
“ dient to provide for the attendance of medical 
“ witnesses at coroner's inquests.” Atthe same 
time it gives a form of summons. Now, 
as the legal right of medical witnesses to 
remuneration 1s restricted to cases in 
which they are summoned in a particular 
form, the fair inference is, that they are 
under no obligation to attend if they be not 
summoned in that manner. I will not, how- 
ever, dispute this law peint. But even if 
the law were not so, the practical effect of 
the new Act would be the same; for, of 
this I am confident, that no coroner will ven- 
ture to exercise any compulsory power over 
any medical gentleman on account of his 
neglect to attend, unless he was previously 
summoned in this particular manner. 

It is also made a ground of complaint, 
that the Act subjects the medical prac- 
titioner to a fine for non-attendance ; but it 
would be most unreasonable if the law were 
not so. When medical evidence would be 
of no use, it is to be presumed that the 
coroner will not issue his summons for the 
attendance of any medical practitioner ; 
but when evidence which a medical man 
alone can give is required, for the safety of 
society, why should not his attendance be 
made a public duty ? 

With these observations I shall conclude, 
being very confident that the new law is 
efficient for the complete accomplishment of 
all the objects which it was designed to ful- 
fill. Equally confident am I that, within a 
very brief period, the most satisfactory vin- 
dication of the measure will be found in the 
pecuniary and other advantages which it 
will confer on the profession, and the equal, 
if not greater, benefits which it will be the 


means of bestowing on the public. I believe | 


it will be found, on inquiry, that the Act is 
already in very general operation. I am, 
dear Sir, yours truly, 
Wiuttiram THEOBALD, 
To Thomas Wakley, Esq., M.P. 
Bedford-square. 


MR. THEOBALD ON THE MEDICAL WITNESSES’ ACT. 


Of the effective provisions and powers of 
the new statute another word need not be 
advanced. On observing, with Mr. Tueo- 

| BALD, that the period specified by “ Cur- 
| RURGUS,” namely, the 5th ef September, 
| might lead to a mischievous inference, we 
considered it to be our duty to write to 
surgeons in different parts of the kingdom, 
to ask for information relative to the ope- 
ration of the new law, and from the replies 
which we have as yet received to our ap 
plications we select the following passages, 
| not omiiting to make an extract from a 
| Single answer. Of course we were well 
aware that the statute was in full and 
beneficial operation throughout the metro- 
polis, and that no overseer could resist 
making the payments directed by the Act, 
without rendering himself liable to fine and 
But 
reflecting on the character of the coNFEssION, 
and being aware of the means to which the 





7 : , 
imprisonment for the misdemeanour, 


monopolists and their worthless HIRELINGSs 





would resort in order to injure, if possible, 
| the great body of gentlemen engaged in gene- 
| ral practice, we deemed it to be advisable to 
| municate with our professional brethren in 
the country on the subject of the action of 
| the new law, and commit their testimony to 
print. We introduce the extracts from their 
letters, by the following passage taken from 
the coufession of Doctors Macieop and 
CoMMIN :— 
| “« Medical men now begin to feel what they 
| hare gained by Wakley’s meddling in legis- 
| lation for them. Both Coroner aud Overseers 
have declined recognizing the Act hitherto ; 


and we believe there has been, as yet, not a single 
instance of a medical witness recieving any re- 


the measure.”—Medical Gazette, Nov. 19, 
1836, page 276. 


From Rosert Ceery, Esq., Surgeon, Ayles- 
bury, Buckinghamshire, Nov. 22. 
_ “In reply to your inquiries relative to the 
operation of the Medical Witnesses’ Act in 
this county, all that I have it in my power 
| to say by return of post is, that ne inquest- 
has been held in this tewn and neighbour- 
hood since the passing of the Act ; and that, 
to the best of my recollection, not more than 
four inquests have been held in the county 
since that event; but I have not heard of 





muneration in consequence of the provisions of 
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any difficulty in recovering payment under 
the new statute.” 


From James Georce Davey, Esq., Surgeon, 
Portsea, Hants, Nov. 30. 


“ | yesterday morning received the en- 
quiry respecting the Medical Witnesses’ 
Act, while I was preparing to leave this 
place for Sournampron, in order to be pre- 
sent at the meeting of the Southern branch | 
of the Medical and Surgical Association, and | 
was thus afforded an extensive opportunity | 
of gaining the required information, and I | 





OPERATION OF THE ACT. 





From J.C. JenRarv, Esq., Surgeon, Honiton, 
ire, Nov, 29. 

“TI have this morning seen Mr. Aberdeen 
(the coroner), who informs me that he has 
not experienced any difficulty relative to the 
remuneration allowed to medical witnesses, 
except in one case, at Ottery St. Mary, and 
in that instance the fee was paid immediately 
on his producing the Act.” 


From Georce May, Esq., Surgeon, Reading, 
Nov, 22. 


“ Tn reply to your questions, I beg to say 


have much pleasure in saying, as the result, | that I have inquired of one of our county 
that there have been no difficulties expe- | coroners, and also of the borough coroner, 
rienced in the Southern Counties, in obtain- | and of one or two medical gentlemen, and Ii 
ing payments under the new statute. Every | do not find either that any difficulty has oc- 
medical gentleman present at the meeting curred, or is contemplated as probable, under 
expressed his gratitude to Mr. Wakley for | the Medical Witnesses’ Act. Two orders 
his zeal in the above cause.” | have been given by Mr. James May, coroner, 

| Berks, to Mr. Holderness, surgeon, of Wind- 
From Wiu.taM Hemrson Denuam, Esq., | sor, on the overseers of two parishes there, 


Wickham Market, Suffolk, Nov. 27. 


“T am not aware that difficulty has been | 
experienced by any medical man in this 
neighbourhood, of obtaining payment under 
the Medical Witnesses’ Act. In truth, 
though inquests are common enough, it is | 
very rare that a medical man is summoned | 
to attend at them; because the coroner, an 
attorney, having had ‘ twenty-six years of | 
experience in such matters,’ does not find it 
to be necessary, in general, to enter into the 


‘ abstruse’ points of medical testimony.” | 


From 8. W. Fearn, Esq., Surgeon, Derby, 
Nor. 22. 

“T have much pleasure in informing vou 
that we have not here experienced any dif- 
ficulties in the operation of the Medical | 
Witnesses’ Act, or in obtaining payment of 
the fees awarded in it. Indeed, even before 
the passing of the Act, for which we are all 
so much indebted to your exertions, in- 
stances of non-payment were rare, though 
the rate of remuneration amounted to but 
one-half of what it is at present. I have 
had occasion to give evidence at several 
inquests since the Medical Witnesses’ Act 
came into operation, and the order for pay- 
ment has in every case been readily com- 
plied with. Many thanks for the great 


efforts you are constantly making in the | 


and no intimation has reached Mr. May of a 
refusal by either to pay the demand. Two 
orders have also been given by our borough 
coroner, which are not yet paid, but have 
not been refused.” 


From Wit.1am Mumrorp, Esq., Surgeon, 
Ipswich, Suffolk, Nov. 27. 

“T am not aware that there has been any 
difficulty in procuring payment under the 
new statute in this district. I beg to take 
this opportunity, as a member of that pro- 
fession the interests of which have been 80 
much advanced by you, to return you my 
sincere thanks for your unwearied exertions 
and powerful advocacy in its behalf, on 
many occasions, but particularly during the 
last session of Parliament, when so great a 
bonus? as the Medical Witnesses’ Act was 
received at your hands,” 


From Joseru Rocersox, Esq., Surgeon, 
Wigan, Lancashire, Nov. 28. 

“ Not the slightest difficulty has been ex- 
perienced in this neighbourhood by medical 
men in obtaining remuneration since the 
passing of the Medical Witnesses’ Act. It 
is considered a boon of inestimable value. 
Before this law was enacted, the profession 
were exceedingly annoyed. Every difficulty 
is now removed, and, while they cheerfully 
obey a coroner’s summons, the parish autho- 


cause of medical reform. |rities equally gladly comply with the Act, 


From J. 1. Ixix, Esq., Surgeon, Halifax, | and generally add, ‘ this is as it ought to 
Yorkshire, Nov. 27. | be. 

“ In consequence of your inquiries con- 
cerning the working of the Medical Wit-| Forkshire. 
nesses’ Bill, I have had an interview with! “I have conferred with the coroner of 
the coroner of this district, which is one of | Hull, and such medical men as have had to 
the largest and most popuious in the coun- | give evidence at inquests since the new Act 
try, and he informs me that as yet no obsta- | came into operation, and I learn that no 
cles have arisen, and in every case where a | obstacle to the payment of medical witnesses 
medical man has been summoned to give | has occurred, excepting in one case, where 
evidence, or make an examination, the over- | a slight demur was raised, but afterwards 
seers have paid him without demur.” waived,” 


From H, Suerwin, Esq., Surgeon, Hull, 





; ket, Lavington, Wiltshire, Nov. 22. 


MEDICAL WITNESSES’ ACT.—CORRES PON DENTS. 
From Wittiam Tucker, Esq., Surgeon, Mar-| previously recorded opinions of the well-in. 


formed and amiable editors of the “ Medical 


“ I have studiously enquired of my medi-! Gazette :’"— 


cal friends whether they have obtained their 
fees under the new act, and they all tell me 
that they have received them.” 


We must close the extracts by reinserting 
the passage with which we prefaced them, 
and by placing a few other passages from 
the same article in juxta-position with the 


“THe Mepica, Witnesses’ Bitt.—This 
bill, which has just passed into a law, is 
brief, but most important in regard to the medi- 
eal profession. All legally authorised prac- 
titioners must now hold themselves in readi- 
ness, on being summoned by the Coroner, to 
give evidence at inquests, under the penalty 
of £5, should they fail to appear. The fee 
for mere attendance is one guinea. When a 

-mortem examination, with or without an 
analysis of the contents of the stomach, is 
required, two guineas ; and the Coroner is ‘o 
summon such evidence, at the request of the 
majority of the jury, or otherwise be liable 
to the consequences of a dismeanour. 

“We certainly think the profession is 
under obligation to Mr. Wakley for this bill; 
and no degree of rivalship shall ever, we 
trust, prevent us from rendering credit even 
to our bitterest political opporent, when we 
think he has deserved it.” —Medical Gazette, 
Aug. 20, 1836. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Correspondent at Hull informs us, that 
Ann Stather, of that place, whose left upper- 
jaw was removed by Mr. Liston, in conse- 
quence of a fibrous tumour which grew from 
it, continues quite well, and, upon the most 
careful scrutiny, presents no sign of a return 
of the disease. 


The letter signed A Country Medical Pupil, | 


requires authentication, confidentially. The 
statement cannot be accepted on anonymous 
authority. 

The Northern Dispensary affair next week. 
Are we right in presuming that the apothe- 
cary,—the only medical officer whom the 
committee are alleged to have treated with 
respect,—is a paid officer, the other (the 
late) medical functionaries all doing duty 
gratuitously? 

. P. Please to transmit the cases.— 
Mr.J.R. Room shall be found for the 
** exposure of the libels on charity.” But, 
in making public one set of libels, care 
must be taken not to create others. The 
d>cument should comprise little else than 
facts.—Mr. J. I, The order is “ binding in 


law ;” litigation of the point would only | 


end in the discomfiture of the defendant. 


“ Medical men now begin to feel what they 
have gained by Wakley’s meddling in legisla- 
| tion for them. Both Coroner and Overseers 
have declined recognizing the Act hitherte; 
and we believe there has been, as yet, not a single 
instance of a medical witness receiving any re- 
muneration in consequence of the isions of 
the measure.”,—Medical Gazette, Nov. 19, 
1836, page 276. 


“ So far as it has been attempted to bring 
the Act into operation, it has only been pro- 
ductive of annoyance and mischief to the 
profession.” — Medical Gazette, Nov. 19, 1836, 
page 271. 


“We had long suspected that this (mis- 
chief and annoyance to the profession) would 
be the result.”—Jbid., page 274-5. 


“If some method cannot be speedily de- 
vised to counteract ifs tendency to mischief, a 
summary step towards its absolute suppres- 
sion must be adopted.—Ibid., page 275, 


“ You were fortunate enough in getting 
your bill through, such as it proves to be, and 
you will never attempt to add a rider to it, 
or you are a greater fool than we think you.” 
—Tlhid., page 276. 


A Student of the Aldersgate-street School 
complains, that only nine subjects have been 
received there daring the present session. 
Where lies the blame? 


Dr. Sicmoxp and Mr. Perricrew have, 
through their solicitors, given notice to the 
Director and the Honorary Secretary of the 
Churing-Cross Hospital, of their determina- 
tion to move the Court of King’s Bench for 
a mandamus to reinstate them in their offices 
in the hospital. 

An Action for damages, brought by 
Morison the Quack, against Alderman 
Harmer, and others, proprietors of the 
Weekly Dispatch, for a “ libel” contained 
in one of the numbers of that newspaper, 
, will be tried at Westminster Hall, on Mon- 
day next, Dec.5. Although the catalogue 
'of murders committed with the pills vended 

by the Quack, is continually increasing, the 
| press is sought to be muzzled for waruing 
, the deluded victims of the unprincipled 
| diffusers of the poison, against the fate 


a awaits the purchasers of “* Morison’s 
pills.” 


Errata.—In Mr. Baxter's case, page 383, 
col, 2, line 8, erase and. 
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